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Moderation 
* Church Diſſenters. . 


In Prudence and Conſcience : . 
 Humbly Submitted to the 


AND HIS 


Great Countel, 


'By one of the Humbleſl and 1m oft Dutiful 
of bu Diſſenting Subjects. 


— 


Let your Moderation be known unto all men, for L Lord t at Hand, 
Phz2l. 4.5. 
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A Chriſiian Toleration s/ten diſſipates their Strength, whom Rougher 
: Oppoſition j\ fortijits, R. C hbarls 1. to the late King. 
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f Aving of late time obſerv'd the Heat, Averſ1oi: 
4 and Scorn with which ſome men have treated 

all thoughts of Eaſe to Church Diſſenters, ] 
confeſs, I had a more tnca ordinary Curiofity to exa- 
mine the grounds thoſe Gentlemen went upon : For I 
could not tell how to think Moderation ſhould be a 
Vice, where Chriſtianity was a Vertue, when the great 


Door of that Religz1on commands, that Our Moder -4- 
't10n be bnown unto X men; and w hy : * Forthe Lord s at 
hand: And what to do > but to judge our Rarncor, and 
retaliate and puniſh our Bitterneſs of Shri, And to 
ſay true , 'tis a ſcycre reflection we draw UPON our 
ſelves, that though Pagan Emperors could cndure the 
Add: 'efſes of þ Arg Chriſtians, and Chriſtian Caſars 
receive the Apologres of Infidels, for Indulgence, yerit 
ſhould be thought, of fome men, an Offence ro ſcek 
1t, orhave it of a Chriſtian Pri ince, whoſe Intereſt ] 
dare fay it 1s, and who hunſclt fo hardly wanted it * 
But the Conſideration of the Reaſon of this Offence, 
will encreaſe our admiration ; tor they ccll us, 7s dan- 


A gerous 


The PREFACE: | 
oerous to the Prince to ſuſſer it, while the Prince 15: 
Finoſdf a Diſſenter : This Dif culty is beyond all skill 
to remoye, that it ſhould be agamit the Intereſt of a 
Diſſenting Prince toindulge Diſſent. For tho it will be 
granted there arc Diſſenters on differing Principles 
from choſe of the Prince, yet they are ſtill Dif how 
and Diſſent being the Princes Intcreſt, it will natural- 
ly follow, that thoſe Diſlenters are 1n the Intereſt of 
the Prince, whether they think on it or no. 

' Intereſt will nor Lyc: Men embark'd in the ſame 
Veſle], ſeck the ſafety of the Whole, in their Own, what- 
CVCr other Differences they may have. And Self. 
Safety is the higheſt worldly Security a Prince can 
have ; for tho all Parties would rejoyce their own 
Pr inciples prevailed, yet everv one 1s more ſolicitous 
about its own Safety, then the others Verity. Wherc- 
fore 1 it cannot be unwiſe, by the ſecuri ity of All, to. 
make it. the Intereſt as well as Vuty of All, to ad- ; 
vanice that of the Publick. 

Angry chings then ſet aſide, As matters now. are, 
What 3s beſt to y, Te? This 1 take to be the Wiſe 
Man's Queſtion, as tO conſider and anſwer it, will be 
his Buſineſs. Mederation is a Chi 11tan Duty, and it has. 
cycr been the Prudent Man's Practice. For thoſe 


Governments that have uſed it in chcir Conduct have 
Succeeded beſt 1n all AgCs, 
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_ "Iremember, it is made in Livy the Wiſdom of the 
Romans, that they relaxed their hand to the Priver- 
nates , and thereby -made them moſt faithful to their 
Intereſt. And it prevailed fo much with the Petilions, 
that they would endure anv Fxtremity from Hanni- 
bal, ratherthan deſert their Friendſhip, even then,when 
the Romans diſcharged their Fidelity, and ſent them the 
Diſpair of knowing they could not relieve them. So 
did one Act-of Humanity overcome the Fzliſci above 
Aris: Which confirms thar noble Saving of Seneca, 
Mitius imperanti, Melins paretur, the Mildeſt Cor.- 
duct is beſt obeyed. A Truth Celebrated by Grozzus 
.and:Campanel/a: Practiſed doubtle(s, by the braveſt 
Princes: For C Y'RUS exceeded when he Buile the 
Tews a Temple, and hinfelt no Zew: ALEXAN- 
DER Aſtoniſh'd the Princes -of his Tram with:the 
profound Veneration'he paid the High Prieſt 'of that 
Peorle:: And AUGUSTUS was fo far from Sup- 
preſling the Jewiſh Worſhip, thar he ſent Hecatombs to 
Feruſalem to encreaſc their Devotion. Moderation fill d 
the Reigns of the moſt Renowned Cefars : And ſtory 
ſays, they were Nero's and Caligula's that loy'd Cruelty. 
But others tell us that Diticnters are moſtly Anri- 
monarchical, and fo not to be Indulged, and that the 
Agreement of the Church of England and Rome in 
Monarchy and Hirarchy, with thew neerneſs m other 
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things. ſhould oblige her to grant the Roman Ca- | 
tholicks a ſpecial Eaſe, excluſive of the other Diflen- | 
rers. But with.the leave of thoſe Wordy Gentlemen, 
I would fay. no body isagain{t that which is for him: 
And that the averſion apprehended to be in ſome 
againſt the Monarchy, rather comes. from Intereſt then 
Principles :- For Goyernments werenever deſtroy'd by _ 
thc Intereſts they Preſerve. 

In the next place, it 1s as plain, that there 1s a Fun- 
damental Difference between thoſe Churches in Reli- 
g10n and Intercſt, In Religion, it appears by a Compa- 
riſon of the. 7 hirty Nine Articles with the Doctrine of 
the Council of Trent. In Intereſt, they Difter ; Funda- 
mentally, becauſe our Church 1s in the Actual PoſleſIi- 
on of the Churches and Livings that the other Church . 
Claimes. What better Mere then can theſe Two 
Churches make then that of Iroz and Clay Nor do I. 
think it well jadg'd, or wiſe in any that hey to be 
Sons of the Char chof England, to ſeck an Accommo- 

dation from the Topick of Afinity, ſince *tis that ſome 
of her Diſſenters haye always Objctcd,and ſhe as con- 
fantly Deny'd to be true. ; 

fay, this Way of Reconciling or Indulging Roman. 
C Catbolicks ſtumbles far greater Numbers of ocople of 
nearer Creeds, and gives the Church of England the 
Lye. But ſuppoſe the Trick took, and they K. of all 


Diflenters 


ho. 
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Difſenters had Indulgence, yet Their Paucity con- 
ſider d, I am furc, a pair of Sir Mfenelm Digbys 
Breeches would ſct with as g00d a grace upon the late 
Lord Rocheſter's Dwart. Upon the whole Matter, 
Let Mcn have Eaſe, and They will keep it; For thoſe 
that might Plot to Get it, would not Ploz to Loſei it. Men 
love the Bridge they necd and Paſs : And that Prince 
who has his Po plc faſt by Intereſt, holds them by the 
ſtrongeſt Cone Tye; for other Courſes have fail d 
as oftcn as they have been try d. Lctus then once Try a 
True Liberty: Never did the Circumſtances of any 
Kingdom lie more open and fair to fo bleſſed an Ac- 


commodation as we do at this tinic. 
But we are told, 7 be ing has Promis d to Maintain 


the Church. of England, as by Law EſlablijÞ'd : I grant 
It: But if the Church of E noland claims the King's 
Promiſe of Protefion ; her Diſſenters cannot forget That 
of his C lemency : And as the y were both great, and - 
admurably TT uiſk'd, fo by no means are they 1N- 


conſiſtent or 1npr Dp Dle. 


Will nct his Juſtice let him be wanting in the 0ne ? 
And can his Greatneſs of Mind let him leaye the 9ther 
bchind him in the Storm, anpitied and znhelpr? Par-. 
don me, we have not to do with an mſ{cn{ible Prinee, 
bur cone that has been Toucht with our Infirmities- x 
More then any Body fit to Juoge our Caule, by.-the 

ſharc. 
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| ſhare he once had init. Who ſhould give Faſe like the 

Prince that has wanted it 2 To ſuffer for his own Con- 

ſcience, lookt Great ; but to-delryer other Mens, were 

(lorious. It 18a fort of paying the Vows of his Ad- 

yerlity, and 1t cannot therefore be done by any ons 
clic, with ſo much Juſtice and Example. 

Far be it from me to ſohate any thing in Deminiu- 
tion of thequſt Rights of the Church of England : Let 
her reſt protected where ſhe 48. - But I hope, none will 
be thought to intend her wrong; for refuſing to under- 
ſtand the Kings Promiſe to her, in a Ruinous ſenſe to all 
Others; and 1 am ſure the weuld underſtand her own 
Intereſt better, if ſhe were of the ſame Mind.- For itis 
morally impoſlible that a Conſciercious: Prince can be 
thought to have'tv'd himfeclt to compel others to a 
Communion,that himſelt cannot tell how to be of; or 
that any thing can oblige him to ſhake the Firmneſs of 
thoſche has confirmed oy his own-Royal Example. 

. Having then fo Illuftruousan Inſtance ot Integrity, 
 as:the hazard of theloſs of 7hree Crowns tor Conſcience. 
Let it at leaſt, excuſe Diflenters Conſtancy, and pro- 
yoke the Friends of the Succeſſion to Moderation, that 
no man may loſe bis Birth-Right tor his Perſwafion, and 
us to live Dztifully, and fo Peaceably under our own 
Vine, and under our own Fig-Tree,with Glory to God on 
High, to the King Honour, and Good-Will to all Men. 


A 
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SQ H S Wh 2s ; ODER ATION, the Subject of this 

YC Diſcourſe,is in plainer Engliſh, Liberty. 
J=SWV of. Conſcie!1ce to Church Diſſenters 2: 

AV A Cauſe I have, with all Humility un- 


/ 


COL SA Ty 
© IPG RE of-the I imes.. 


at there is ſuch arhing as Conſcience; and the 
Liberty of it, in reference. to Fazth and Worſhip towards 
God, muſt not bedenicd, even by thoſe, that are moſt 
ſcandal'd at the 14 uſe ſome ſeem to have made of fuch 
Pretences. But to ſettle the Terms : By Conſcience, 1 
underſtand he Apprehenſion and Perſwaſion a may has of his 
Daty to God : By Liberty of Conſcience, I mean, 4 Free 
and open Profeſſzon and Exerciſe of that Duty ;. eſpecially in 
Worſhip : But I alwayes premiſe this Cop/ciexce to keep 
within che bounds of Morality, and that ite neither Frax- 
tick nor Miſchievous. but a Gaps Subjeit., a Good Child, 
a Good Servant in all the affairs of Life : As exa& to yield 
to.Ce2ſar the things that-are Ceſar's, as jealous of with- - 
holding from God the thing that is God's: in brief, Ne | 
| ; A that. 


_ AN (30) : : : 
AVE Xa = Certaken to plead,againſt the Prejudices. 
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that acknowledges the civil Goverment under which he 
| lives, and that maintains no principle hurttull to his 
Neighbour in his civil property : For he that 1n any 
thing violates his Duty to theſs Relations, cannot be ſaid 
to obſerve it ro God, who ought to have his Tribute out 
of it. Such do not reject their Prixce, Parent, Maſter or 
Neighbour,but God who enjoyns that Duty to him. Thoſe 
Pathetick words of Chriſtwill naturally enough reach the 
caſe, In that ye did it net ts thews, ye did it not to we ; tor 
Duty to ſuch Relations have a divine Stamp: And divine 
Right runs through more things of the World,-and Ats 
of our Lives then we are aware of: And Sacriledge may 
be committed again{t more than the Church. Nor will 
a Dedication to God, of the Robbery from Man, expi- 
| ate the Guilt of D:iſobedience: For though Zeal could 
turn Coffey to Theit, his Altars would renounee the 
Sacrifice, a _ 

The Confciezce then that 1 ſtate, and the Liberty T pray, 
carrying ſo great a Salvo and Deference to publick and 
private Relations, no ill defign, can with any Juſtice, be 
xt upon the Author, or Reflection upon the 'Subje&t, 
_ whieh by this time, TI think, I may venture to call'a 
Toleration. ks 

But to this ſo much eraved, as well as needed Toleratior, 
{ meet with two Objettions of weight,the iaiving of which 
will make way for it in this Kingdom. And the firſt is a Dis- 
| belief of the Poſſibility of the thing. Toleration of Diſſent- 
ing Worſhips from that eft ablifh*t, is not pratticable ({ay ſome) 
without danger 80 the State, with which it is t#terwoven, This 
1s Political. The other ObjeCtions is, That admitting Diſſent- 
zers tobe ip the Wrong (which ts alvays premiſed by the Nation- 
al Church) ſuch Latitude were the way to keep up the Diſ-anion, 
'@& inftead of compelling them into abetter Way, leave them ig the 


poſſejſron 
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- poſſaſion and perſnit of their old Errors, This is Rebigions, * 
think Lhave given the Objections fairly, *twill ke my nexc 
. buſmeſs to anſwer them. as fully. | 
The firength of the firſt ObjeQion againſt this Liberty, 
«15 the Danger ſuggeſted to the Szate; the Reaſon is, the Na- 
tional Form being #terwover with the: Frame of the Govern- 
-ment. But this leems to me only ſaid, and not only (with 
* ſubmiſſion) not. prov'd, but not true : For the eſtabliſht 
;Religion and Worſhip are no other ways interwoven with 
the Government, .than that the Government makes profeſ- 
-fion of them, and by divers.Laws has-made them the Cur- 
. rant Religion, and required all the Members of the State to 
- conform to it. 

This 1s nothing but what may as well be done by the Go- 
vernment, for any other Perſwaſion, as that. *Tis true, *tis 
<not.calie to change an eſtabliſh't Religion, nor is that the 
: Queſtion we are upon ; but Srate Relzgions have been chang'd 
without the change of the States. We ſee this in the Go- 
vernments of Germany and Denmark upon the Reformation : 
But more clearly and near cur ſelves, inthe caſe of Henry the 
eighth, Edward the ftxth, Queer Mary and Elizabeth ; for the 
Monarchy #ood, the'Family remarxed and [ucceeded under all 
the Revolutions of State-Religion, which could not have 
been, had the Propoſition been generally true. 

The change of Religion then, does not zeceſſarily change 
the Government, or alter the State ; and if ſo, 4 fertzrors; In- 
dulgence of Church-Diflenters, does not neceſſarily hazard a 
change -of the State, where the preſent State-Religion or 

| Church remains the ſame; for That I premiſe. 

Some may lay, That it were more facile to chawge from owe 
National Religion to another, than to maintain = Momarchy 
and Church, againſt the Ambition and Faition of -aivers 

 aiſſentizg Parties. But this is improbable at leaſt. For it 
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were to fay, That 1t 1s an eaſter thing to change a whole 
Kingdom, than with the Soveraign Power, followed with 
Armies, Navies, Judges, Clergy,. and all the Conformifts of 
the Kingdom, to ſecurethe Government from the Ambition 

and Faction of Diſſexters, as diftering'in their Tntereſts 

within themſelves, as in their Perſwations ; and were they 

united, have neither Power to awe, nor Rewards to allure 

ro their Party. They can only bc formidable, when headed 
by the Soveraign. They may {top a Gap, or make, by his 

Acceſſion, a Ballance: Otherwiſe, till *ris harder to fight 
broken and divided Troops, than an entire Body ofan Army, 
it will be always eafter to maintain the Government under 

2 Toleration of Diſſenters, than ina total change of Religi- 

on, andeven then it ſelf, it has not fail'd to have been preſer- 

ved. Bur whether it be more or leſs eaſte, is not our point; 

if they are many, the danger ts of exaſperating, not of 
making them eafie ; for the force of our Queſtion is, Whe- 

ther ſuch Indulgence be ſafe to the State.? And here we 

have the far{t and laſt, the beſt and greateſt Evidence for 

us, Which is Fact and Experience, the Journal and Re- 

ſolves of Time, and Treaſure of the Sage. 


For, Firſt, the Jews, that had moſt ro fay for their Re- 
l1g10n, and. whoſe Religion was T wn to their State (both 
being joyn'd, and ſent with Wonders from-Heaven) Izdulg'd 
Strangers in their Rel1gious Diflents. They requir'd but the 
Helict of the Noachical Principles, which were common to the 
World: No lIdelator, and but a Hora! May, and he had his 
Liberty, ay, and ſome Privzledees too, for he had an apart- 
ment in the Temple, and this withour danger to the Govern- 
ment. 'Ihus Maimonides, and others of their own Rabhbies, 
and Grorizes Out of them. 

The F#:/aom of the Gentiles was very admiteable in this, 

that 
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Whul that though they had many Sets of Philoſophers among 
I them, each diſſenting from the other in their Principles, as 
mrs of 
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well as Diſcipline, and that not only in Phyſical things, but 


points Mezaphyfical, in which ſome of the Fathers were not 


free, the School-men aeeply exgaged, and our preſent Acca- 


emies but too much perplext; yet they ind»lged them and 
the beſt Livers with ſingular Kindneſs : The greateſt States- 
men and Captains often becoming Patrons of the Setts they 


beſt affetted, honouring their Readizgs with their Preſence 


and Applauſe. So far were thoſe Ages, which we have made 
as the original of Wildom and Politenels, from thinking To- 
eration an Error of State, or dangerous to the Government. 
Thus Platrach, Strabo, Laertins, and others. 

To theſe Inſtances I may add the Latitude of old Romze, 
that had almoſt as many Deztres as Houſes: For Yarro tells 
us of no leſs than thirty Thouſand lecveral Sacra, or Reli- 
gious Rites among her People, and yet without a Quarrel : ' 
Unhappy fate of Chri/f:anity ! the beit of Religions, and yet. 
her Proteflors maintain leſs Charity than Idolators, while it 
ſhould be peculiar to them. I fear, it ſhews us to have but 
little of it ar: Feart. 

But nearer home, and in our own time, we ſee the efets. - 
of a difcreet Indulgence, even too Emulation. YMAnd, that 
Bo2gg of the World, neither Sea nor dry Lind, now the 


Indulr'd Rival of talleft Monarehs; not by Congueſts, Birriages, 
hit Or acceflion of Royal Blood, the uſual-wayes to Einpire, but 
\nto the by her own ſuperlative Clemercy and Iaduftry ; for the one 
bad his vas the effect of the other : She cherijhc her People, whar- 

apart lOeVEr were their Op:/nz0as, as the realonable {tock of the 
Wert Country, the Heads and Hands of her 1 rade and Wealth 2 
Kabbics, and making them eaſie in the main point, their Conſcience, 
{he hecame great by them: 'I his made her fill with People, 
azid they fill'd her with Reches and Streageh. 
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. And if it ſhould be ſaid, She is upon her Declenſion for all that. 
I Anſwer, All States mutt know it, nothing is here {mamorzal. 
W hereare the Babylonian, Perſian and Gzectan Empires? 
And are not. Lacedemon, Athens, Rome and Carthage 
gone before her? Kingdoms and Common- Wealths haye 
their Births and Growths, their Declexſions and Deaths, as 
well as private Families and Perſons: Burt 'tis ow1ng,neither 
to the Armies of France, nor Navies of England, but. her own 
Domeſtick Troubles. 

Seventy Two. ſticks .in her Bones. yet : ;I he growing 
Power of the Prince of Orazge, muſt in lome.degree, be an 
Ebb to that States. Strength ; for. they, are not ſo unanimous 
and vigrous in their Intereſt asformerly : But were they ſe- 
cure againſt the danger of their own-Ambition andJealoulie, 
any body might erfure rheir Glory at-five per-Cext. But 
{ome of rheir greatelt men_apprehending, they are. in their 

 Climatterical Janfture, g.veup the Ghott, and.care nct, 1t 
they mult fall, by what hand it 15. 
Others chuſe a Srraxger, and think one afar off will give 
.the beſt Terms, and leaſt annoy them : whileſt a conſider- 
able Party have choten.a Domeſtick Prince, 4 Kyzrn to their 
early Succeſles by the fore-Fxther's fide (the Gallantry of his 
Anceſtors) And that his own greatneſs and ſecurity. are 
wrapt, up in theirs, and therefore modeftly hope to find 
their Account in his Proſperity. But this 1s a kind of Digreſ- 
grefſ1on, only vefore I leave it, I dare ventureto add, that if 
the Prince of Orazge changes not the Policies of that State, 
he will not change her Fortune, and he will mightily add to 
his OWNn. | | 

But perhaps 1 ſhall be told That no body doubts that Tolcr- 
ation z 4z agreeable thinz ro a.Common-Wealth, where every 

.oxe thinks he hz 4 ſhare in the Government , ay, that the one is the 
conſequence of the other, and therefore moſt carefully to be avoided 
R ; by 
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by all Monarchical States. This indced were ſhrowdly to the 
purpole, in Exgl/aza, if it were but true. But I dont lee how 
there can be onetrue Reaſon advancd in favour of this Ob- 
jection: Monarchies, .as well as Common-Wealths, ſublifting . 
by the Preſervation of the People under them. 

But, Firft, if this were true, it would follow by the Rule 
of Contrarzes, that: a Repablick could not ſfublift with Vniry 
and Hierarchy; which is Mozarchy in the Church ; but it muſt, 
from ſuch Mozarchy in Church, come to Monarchy in State too. 
But Venice, Genova, Lncca, {even of the Caxtons of Switzerland, 
(and Rowe her ſelf, for ſhe is an Ariffterracy)- all under the 
the lofiieft Hierarchy in Church, and where ts no Toleration, 
ſhow in faQ, that the contrary 1s true. 

But, Secondly, this Objection make; a Common-Weal:h the 
better Governmeat of the two, and fo overthrows the thing 
it-would eſtabliſh. This is eeQually done, if I know any 
thing, ſince a Common-Wealth is hereby rendred a more 
copious, powerful and beneficial Government to Mankind, 
and is made better to anſwer Contingenctes and Emergencies 
of State, becauſe this ſubſilts ezther way, but Monarchy not, 

if the ObjeCtion betrue. The one prof, ersby V-z0xin Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline, and by Toleration ot diflenting Churehes 
from the National. The other only by an aziwver/al Conformity 
to'a National Church. ' ſay, this makes Monarchy (in it ſelf, 
doubtleſs, an admirable Government) ef Powerful, leff Ex- 
rended, beſs Propitions, and finally Jes Safe to the People un- 
der it, than a Common-Wealth; ' In thar zo Security is left to 
Monarchy under diverſity of Worſhips, which: yet no man 
can defend or forbid, but may often arrive, as it hath in 
Exgland, more than five times in the two laſt Ages. And 

truly 'tis-natural for men to chuſle to ſertle where they may 

be Leſt from the Power and M:/chief of ſuch Accidents of * 


State. -- | 


Upon + 


"y ; 
TY CY nv. My 


(S ) 

Upon the whole matter, it is to rele the loft M//chief 
upon Monarchy, the worlt Enemies it has could hope to dil. 
grace or endanger it by ; ſince itis to tell the People under it, 
that chey mult either coſ07, orbe deftrozed,or to fave them- 
ſelves,tura Hypcer/res,or change the Frame of the Government 
they are under. A perplexity both to Monrrch and People, 
that nothing can be greater but the gomfort of knowing the 
ObjeCtion is Falſe. And that which ought to makeevery rea- 
ſonable man of this Opinion, -is the cloud of Witneſſes that 
almoſt every Age of Mozarchy affords us, 

I will begin with that of Fſrael, the moſt exatt and fa- 
cred Patern of Monarchy, begun by a valiant Man, tranflated 
to the belt, and improv'd by the wileſt of Kings, whoſe 
Minifters were neither Fools, nor Fanaticks : Here we ſhall 
hnd Provion for Diffenters. "Their Proſolits: Domiciliz 
were ſo far from being compelled to their National 
Rites, that they were exprelly forbid to obſerve them, 
Such were the £zyprians that came with them out of Ezypr, 
the G:beonrres and Canzrnites, a great People, thar after their 
ſeveral Forms worſhipt in an aprtment of the ſame Temple. 
The Fevs with a Liturgy, they without one; The Tews 
had Prices, but theſe none : The Fews had variety of Obla- 
rions, theſe People burnt Oterings only : All that was requi- 
red oi them was the Natural Religion of Noh, in which the 
Acknowledgement and Worſhipof the true God, was, as it 
{ill ought to be, the main point ; nay, fo far were they from 
coercive Conformity,that they did not ſo much as oblige thera 
to oblerye their $44th, tho? one of the ten Commandments: 
Grotins and S2ld2a ſay more. Certainly this was great Indul- 

gence, ſince ſo unſuirablean Uſage look like prophanizg their 
| Bevotion, and a common z/axce to their National Religion, 
One would think by this, that their Care lay on the ſide of 
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-preſerving their Cult from the't04:h or acceſſion of Diileaters, 


and nor ot forcing them, by HRAGING Penalties LO COnNIOLM, 
muſt needs be evident. 
(ior {0 Wcearc raught [0 believe if) itt us, ant}  Guigt Og 
.at a time, v hen Religion la\ lefs IN the viind, aL OTC 31} 
Ceremony, compel Conormity 1OM-D.tlenicrs, WC iv; Es 


.For 1t Gous: Reig10n and Monarchy. 


have go: he belt of Prelidenus on our tide, 

Buc :i ttas Initance be oi moſt Auiho: 1ry,,we., Have anuiher 
yery :ixemplary, and tv Our POINT Pertiuentz for ic ihows 
what Mozarchy may-do; Ic 6 yieided us trom ihe 140% 


Story Ol >02vecal. He, with bis Fews,were ina ved pic:glre 


with the King, Jyaſtierus, by ihe 11] O'fices £3: dd, 
them. ; the Arguments he uled were drawn rom © com- 
mon Topicks ot Fafitun and S?Blu- th, {447 the yiinye a7 


ead and dangerons People, under differivzg Laws of oor 09, and 


refuſed Obedience to his.; SO deny ing tus Syprezacy. D.ilen- 


ters with a witneſs; things moitt render tO any GOVETLINCHIT, 


The King thus incen{t, commands the Laws io be DU UN 
Execution and decrees the Ruin of Mordecas with all che 
Jews: Burt the King 1s timely entreared, tus Hearr !otrens, 
the Decree 1s revokt, -and Mordecas __ his F.icnas lavecu. 
The Conſequence was, as extream Joy tothe Jews, ſo Peace 
and Bleſſings to the King. And that Ss heighteus 


the Example, 1s the Greatneſs and JIzfidelity of the i rince : 
had the Inſtance been in a Few, it might have been plac'd 


to his greater f icht or Pity: In a Petty Prince, to the 


 Pancity and ExtireneJs of his Territory ; but that an Heathen, 


and King of one hund:ed and leven and tw enty VrOVINCES, 


| ſhould throughonr his valt Dominions, not car, bit. practiic 
. Toleration wutly gocd ſnecets, has iomething wdmirabie 1n 1. 


It we pleaſe to remeniber the TTaw pou ), X iuccels Of thu:s 


Heathen Roman Emperors, that allowed Ind! IZENCE ; that 
. Aanſe ſent Hecatontbe " Jeruſalem, and the v il hunouw- 


Þ *.. red 


(-40J 
red the Jews, and atlaſt ſpared the divers Scfts of Chriftians,t 
will certainly oblige us to think,that Princes, whole Religions 
are neercr of Kjz, to thoſe of the Diflenters of onr times, 
may not unrealonably hope for quiet from a diſcreet Tole- 
ration,oſpecially when there is nothing peculiar inChriſtianity 
to render Princes unſafe in ſuch an Indulgenee. 'The admi- 
rable Prudence of the Emperor, Jovianus, ita quite contrary 
method totho'e of the Reigns of his Predecefſors, ſet led the 
molt TMBLSUED time-of the Chiſtian World, «/zoff to 2 Mz- 
racle ; for though he found the Hearts of the Arian and Ortho-. 
dox Carried to a barbarous height, (to ſay nothing of the No- 
vations, and otiier diſſenting Intereits) the Emperor efteem- 
ing thoſe Calamities the etfe&: of Coercing Conformity to 
the. Prince's or States Religion ;. and thar this courſe .did not 
only waſte Chriſt4ans, but expoſe Chriſtians to the ſcorn of 
Heathews, and lo ſcandal, thoſe.whom they ſhould Convert, 
he reſolutely declared, That he would have nowe WYolelted 
for. the different exerciſe of their Relizious Worſhip; which (and 
that in a trwe (for he reigned but ſeven Monerhs)calmed the 
impeſtous. Storms of Difiention,. and reduced the Emprre, 
(before agitated-.,with the moſt uncharitable Contefts) toa 
wonderful . Serenity. and Peace; thus a- kindly Amity, 
brought a civil Unity to the State; which endeavours for a 
torc'd Unity, never did to the Church, but had formerly flld 
the Government with incomparable Mieries, as well as the 
Church with Incharity; and which is {ad, I muft needs ſay, 
that thoſe Leaders of the Church that ſhould have been the T ex. 
chers and Examples of Peace, in {o fingular ajunfture of the 
Churches terments, did, more. then any, b/ow the Trumpet and . 
kinaled the Fire of, Diviſion.- So dangerous is it to Super-fine 
upon the Text, and then Impofeit upon Penalty for Faith. 
UVatlantinian the Emperor(we are told by: Socrates Schola- 
flicus) was 4 great Hopourer of thoſe. that. favanred his -own 
CE Faith; - 


C11) 

Faith ; but fo, as he molefled not the Arrians at all, And Mir. 
cll;»w further adds inthis Honour, -T hat - he was m:1ch Re- 
aowy'd for his Moderate Carriage during his Reign; inſomuch, 
that amoneſt ſundry Setts of Religion, he troubled no man for 
his Conſcience, impoſing neither this nor that to be obſerved ; 
much leſs with menacing Ediits and Injunitions, did he compel 
others, his Subjefts, to bow the Neck,or conform to that which h:im- 
ſelf worſhipped, but left ſuch Points as clear and umtonch's as he 
found them. | 

Gatianus &. Theodſing the great, Taaulged divers forts 
of Chriftians; but the Novatiozs of all the Diffenters were pre- 
fer'd: which was lo far from [ſecurtzs, that it preſerv*d the 
Tranquility of the Empire. Nor till the time of Cel-/t:ze 
Biſhop of Rome, were the Nowations difturbed.; And the Per- 
ſeeation of them, ana the Allumption of the ſecular .Power be- 
gan much at the ſame time. But the. Novations at Conftan- 
#i#ople were not lo dealt withal ; for the Greet Biſhops con- 
tinued to permit them the quiet enjoyment of their diflent- 
ing Aſſemblies; as Socrates tells -ns in his:fifth and ſeventh 
Book of Eccleſiaſtical Story. 

I ſhall deſcend nearer our own times:; for notwithſtand- 
1ngno Age has been more furioully moved, then rhat which 
TFovianus found, and therefore the Experiment of Indul- 
gence wes .zever better mage, yet to ſpeak more in view-of 
this time of day, we find our Contemporaries, Of remoter 
Fudgments in Religion, under-no manner ot -dificnlty in 
this point. The Gtand Stigmoz, great! Bogut!; Zars of 
Mnſcovia,King of Yexlia ; the great Monarchs of rhe Fatt 
Have long allow'd ana profper'd with a Toleration:: And who 
does not know that this gave Great Tameviait his mighty 
Victories? In thels Weltern:'Countries we {ee the fame 
thing. | 

Cardinald* Difat in his 92d Letter to-P:Frop, Secretary 
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ro H ary» the fourth of Frame, gives us DoQtrine. and Ex- 
2:nvle for the Subject: in. hand; © Beſides (lays he) that 
« Neccihiy has no Law, be it in what calc it will ; our Lord: 
Tm (45 Chriſt 1n{trutts us by [11S Golp.l, To tet the T ares 
GY alone. le} YEMOUING | them, miy endanger the WV heat . That 
« rhe Ca:holick - + rinces have. allow'd 1t. without Rebuke. 
+ [hat particularly. the Duke of. Savoy, who (as. great a 
*Z:aloi as he would be thought for the Cacholick Religion) 
*. Foleraces the Hereticks in three of. his Provinces, namely, 
i Azgrovme, Lucerne and Peroſe. Thar the King of Poland : 
* qQes as mnuch, [1Ot. only in Sveedlind, but 1n Polaxad it ſelf... 
* That all {the Princes of the A {rien Family, , that are cele- - 
. brated as Piilars of the Catholick Church, do tlie ike, not 
* only in che Towa- of the E-npire,- but 1n their proper Ter- - 
*<ritories, as.in Azſtris at lelf, from - whence they. take the. 
«Name of their Honour. In Hyagary, Bohemia, Moravia - 
* Liſt ia;Stirria, Camiol:ia and Croatia the like. That C harles © 
*the fitth, Faiher of the King of Sp.z,, was the Perſon that. 
*..raught, the King of Frazce, and-. orher Princes, haw: to 
«yield ;te ſuch Emergencies. That his Son, the preient 
*.King of Spaz,. who is elteemed A4rch-Catholick, and that is, . 
*«.45 the Alas of the Catholick Church, Tolerates notwithitans. . 
* ding, at. this day, in his Kingdomes of Faleztia and Gra... 
* za4z, the Moors themſelves in their Mih#mati{me, and has 
«<. offer 'd to thoſe of: Z:aland, Holland, and other. Hereticks 
* of. the Low-Countries, the free Exerciſe of their pretended : 
*.Religion,. ſo that they will but acknowledge and Ovey 
© him-1n.C1bil Matters. It-was of thoſe Letters of this . 
extraordinary Man,: for fo he was (whether we regard him . 
in his Ecegleſfiaſtical Dignity or his greater Chriftianand Civil 
Prudence). , hart rhe great Lord Fx/kland ſaid, A Miniſter of- 
Ste (hould no more be. withost Cardinal d*-Offat's Letters, than. 
s Parſos. without his Bibte. . And indeed,” if we look. inito ; 
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Wn t6bÞ 
- France, we {hail fird the Iodlzemce of tl.o't Proteſtants, 
Hah beena flouriſhing. to that. Rynedom, as their Arms a 
Succour tothe Kyng, Tis true, that ſince they help't the 
Miniiters of his Greatneſs ro Succeſs, that haughty Mo- 
narch . has changed his Meatures, and reſolves their Con= 
formity: £0-1is own Religion, or their Ruin; but no man 
can give .atother Reaſon tor it, than that he thinks it for 
h:s turn to'pleale that part of his own Church, which are 
the preſent neceſſary and unwearied Inſtruments of his ab- 
{vlute Glory. - But let us ſee the end of this ConduQ, it wil 
require Moretime to approve the Experiment, 
As it was the Royal Saying of Stephen, Kzze of Polazd, 
That he was-a Kyng of Wen, axd not of Conſcience; « 
Commander of- IDs, . and not of SyJuls, So we ſee a 
i o:cration:has been practiſed in that Country of a long time, 
With 00 11 Succels ro the State; the Cities of Cracovia, Ra- - 
covia,, and -many other Towns of Tote, almoſt wholly 
diil-nting from the common Religion of the Kingdom, 
which 15 Raman Catholick, as the others are So:7n:4% and- 
Calvizift, the moit oppoſite to that, as well as to themſelves. 
The King of D21mairs, in his large Town of Altozs, but | 
about a Mile from Himbroveh, and therefore called fo, that 
is, All-to-zear,15 a pregnant proof of our point. For though | 
his Seat be lo remore from that place, and another ſtrong 
and 1nfiaating Srate fo near, yet under his Indulgence of 
d-vers Perlwaſtons, they enjoy that Peace, and he that Secr--- 
rity, thathe is not upon better Terms in any. of his more : 
Iameaitate and Vaiforw Dominions. T leave it to the think- 
ing Reader, if it. be not much owing to this Freedom, 
and that a- contrary eourſe were not the way for him to | 
furniih I1s Neighbours with means to Depopulate that place, . 
or make it uneaſie and chargeable to him:to keep ?. 
I.we: look. into: other parts of: Germany, where 
WS *: 


* + 

we find 2 Scout and War-like People, fizrce for the thing 
they opting, or bslieve, we ſhiil find the Prince {ZAlagtine? of 
th: R5:ze, ſafs, and more nocenc by his Dadulgence, witnels 
his Improvements at M:2hiz2: And as (believe me) heats 
the Prince to his People 1n other things, fo in this to the 
Empire; for he has made boid with the Conſtitution of it, 
in the Latitude he gives his SabjeQs in this Aﬀair, 

Fhe Duke2 of B2zadenvurg is himſelf aCa/vanf, lis People 
moſtly Letherais, yer in part of his Dominions, the Rom1y. 
Catholickr enjoy their Churches quietly. 

The Duke of Rengvurg,and a ſtrict Romer Catholick, Bro. 
ther-in-Law to the preſent Emperor, in his Province of F«- 
tiers, has, not only at Devswnrg, Mulheins, and other places, 
but in Denſeldorp it ſelf, where the Court reſides, Lutherais, 
and Calvanif, as well as Roman Catholick \(ſemblies. 

The Duke of Sarony, by Religion a Lutheraiz, in his 
City of Budiſiz, has both Lutherains and Roman Catholicks in 
the fame Church, parted only by a Grate, 

In Aufburg, they have two chief Magiſtrates, as their 
Duuymvirat, one muſt alwayes be a Roman Catholick, and the 
other a Lutheran, | | 

The Biſhop of Oſnabrug is himſelf a Lntherain, and in 
the Town of his Title, the Rowan Catholicks, as well as 
Lutherains, have their Churches : and which is more, the 
next Biſhop mult be a Carholick too ; for like the Buckets in 
the Well, they take turns, one way to be ſure, ſo that one 
be but in the Right. 

From hence we wilt go to Sult3bach,a ſmall Territory, 
but has a great Prince, 1 mean, in his own extraordinary 
Qualities ; foramong other things we ſhall find him at the 
Moderator among his People, By Profefſion he is a Rom: 
C.athalick, but has Simulteneum Religions Exercitinm, not 
only Lutherains and Roman Catholicks enjoy their different 

Worlhips 
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fin: of Worſnips, bat aberyarively in one and the ſame place, the 
itnel ameday; loballancing his AﬀeQtion by his Wiſdom, that 
leads there appears neither Partiality jn him, nor Envy in them, 
tO the though of ſuch oppoſire Perſwafions... | _ 
of it L will end thelc forregin Inſtances with 2 Prince and Bi- 
| Jhop, all in one, and hea Roman Catholick too, and that is 
Props the Biihop of M-z's; who admits, with a very Peaceable 
muy. luccels, ſuch Lutherains with his Catholicks, to enjoy their 
Churches,as live in his Town of Erfo2d. Thus does Practice 
4 Reg, tells us, that neither Monarchy nor Fherarchy are in danger 


off. * from a Tolcration. On the contrary, the Laws of the Em- 
pre, which are.the Atts of the Emperor, and the Soveraign 


l8Ces | | | t 
| % Princes of it, have tolerated theſe three Religious Perſwa- 
erlin, | | | | E 
| ſions, vis. the RomCatholick, Lutherain and Calvanift, 
bi and they may as well tolerate three more, for the ſame Rea- 
Ele lons, and with the fame Succeſs. For it is not their greater 

Wicks 1 AS S AC | 
- earerneſs or conſiſtency in DoQrine, or in Worſhip; On 
hes tie contrary, they differ much, and by that, and other Cir- 


FB cumſtances, are ſometimes engaged in great Controverſies, 
yet 15a Toleration pratticable, & the way of Peace with them. 
And which 1s cloſett to our point at home it ſelf, we ſee 


* : taart a Toleration of the Jews, French and Dutch Churches 
—_ m Ezzland, both Diſſeaters from the National Way : And the 
5 tk y Connivance that has been in Freland ; And the down-right 
bh Toleration 1n moſt ofhis Majeſties Plantations abroad,proves 


tne Allertion, That Toleration is not dangerous to-Monarchy. 
a For Exyerience tells us, where it is in any degree admitted, 
mn) | the King's Aﬀairs proſper moſt ; People, W ealth and Streagih 
diary being ſure to tollow ſuch Indr-{gerre, | 

att tin Bur after all that I have ſaid 11: Reaſon-and Fat; whyv To- 
Rom! ler ation 1s ſafe to. Monarchy, [Story tells us: that worle things 
m, \0t have befallen:Princes 1n Countries: uader Eccleſiatical Union, 
Gere: than in places under divided forms of Worſhip ; and ſo, - 2- 
or{Þ1s rating 
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-rating Countries ſtanl to tt12 Prinez, move than noon eqil 
terms with conforming ones. Anil where Princes have 
220 expoſed ro hardih'p 1n rolera "ag CoOmntrtes, they have 
- as 9ften com? from the Coniorming, 25 N -GOOfOrm +127 
party; and lo the D'J-»ter 1511502 equal terms,to the Prince 
or State, with the Copform /f. = 
The firſt is evident in the 'FLWa, under the condyt og 
Moſes ; their D;flention came from the men of their own 
"Tribes, ſuch as Corah D3than and Nbiram, with their 
 pertak-rs. To ſay nothing of the G-x?:/es. | 
The Miſeries and Slaughters of Mzvr:tizs the F nneror 
proves my point, who by the greateſt Churcy-m-H1 ot his 
time was withſtood, and his Servant that perpetrated che 
Wickedneſs by them, ſubitituted in his room, becauie more 
officious to their Grandure. What nyower bur that of the 
Church, dethron'd Ch/ldret King of Frexce, and fer Pipp-y 
in his place * The mileries of the Emperors, Heary the 
fourth and fifth, Father and Son, from their rebellious Suh- 
jects, raiſed and animated by the power of Conformifts ; d:s 
throning both, as much as they could, are notorious. Ts 
as plain that Sigiſmond King of Sweedlayd, was rejeted by 
that Lutheraiz Country, becauſe he was a Roman-Catholis:, 
If we come nearer home,which is moſt luitabie ro the Rea 
ſons of the diſcourſe,we find the Tynrch:mon cake part with 
Willian Rufus, and Henry the firit againſt Robert rhuir elder 
Brother ; and afterthat, we {ce ſome of the greazeit of rhzm 
anake Flead againſt their King, namely Aaſelm, Arch-3ithop 
of Canterbury, and his party, as did his SucceTo Thames of 
Becket to the ſecond Henry, Stephen Diurnt the © rown 
when there was a Church Union : And Kin 7 John lived miſc. 
rable for all that, and at laſt dyed by oe of his own Relioinn 
too, The Diſſentions that agitated the Reign of hs Sen 
Hepry the third, and the Barrons War, wiih Bſnop GroftoeVs 
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Bleſling to Mumford their General. The Depoſition and 


. Adurther of the ſecond Edward, & Richard, & lixth Peurp. 


and his Son the Prizce. The U/urpation of Richard the third, 
and the Murther of the Sons of Edward the fourth, in the 
Tower of Loxdox. the civil Har that followed between 
him and the Earl of Richmond, afterwards our wiſe Benry 
the ſeventh were all perpetrated in a Country of ove Re- 
iigiox, and by the Hands of Coxformiſts, In ſhort, if we 
will but look uponthe civil War, that ſo long raged in this 
Kingdom, berween the Houſes of Tork and Lazecafter, and 
conlider thar they profefled but.one and the ſame Religion, 
and both back't with numbers of Church-men too(to {ay no- 
thing of the Miſerable end of many of our Kings princely 
Anceſtors in Scotland, eſpecially the firft and third Fames) 
will find cauſe to ſay, Thar Church-Uziformity 1s not a Seci- 
rity for Princes ts depend upox. 

If we will look next into Countries where Diſſexters from 
the National Church are tolerated, we ſhall find the Coz- 


formift not leſs-Culpable than the Diſſexter. 


The Dzſorders among the Jews, after they were ſettled in 
the Land that God had -21ven them, .came not from thoſe 


they-toterated, but themlelves. They caft off Samuel, and 


the Government of the Judges. Twas the Children of the 
National Church, that tel in with the Ambitien of AB/olorr, 
and animated the Rebeilion againit his Father Davzd. 
"They were the ſame that revolted trom S9/om0x's Son, and 
cryed13 behalf.of Feroboam, To your Texts, O Iſrael ! 

Not two Agesagc, the Church of France, too generally 
fell in with the Family of Guiſe, againft their lawtul Sove- 
Taign, Yenry the fourth : Nor were they without Counte- 
-nance of the greateſt of their Beliet, who tiled it an-holy 
ar ; at that trme, fearing (not without cauſe) the De- 
feFdion of that Kingdom from the Roman See, In this con- 
% C juncture 
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junQure, the Diſſenters made up the beſt part of that Ring's 
Armies, and by their Loyalty and Blood, preſerved the. ' 
Blood Royal of France, and fet the Crown on the Head of: ' 
that Prince.. That King was twice aflinated, and the laſt 
time murdered, as was Hepry the third, his Predeceflor ; but + - 
they fell, one by the hand of a Chnrch-mar; the other, at leaſt 
by a Conformiſt, | 
.: ?Tijsrrue,that the next civil H/arwas between the Catholicks- 

and the Hugenots, under the condutt of Cardinal ichlien, 
and the Puke of Roan. But as I will not juitihe the _ 
Action, ſo their Liberties and Cautions lo lolemnly ſettled by © - © 
Henry the fourth; as the reward of their ſingular Merit, be- | 
ing by the Miniſtry of that Cardizal invaded, they ſay, they 
did but defend their own, and that rather againſt the Cay- 
dinal,” than the. Kzze; whole ſoftneſs ſuffered him to be- 
come a property. to the great Wizz and 4»2b:t:0% of that Per. 
ſon : . And: there 15 this Reaſon to' believe them, that if 1t 
had been otherwiſe, we are ſure that Kzze Chartes the firſt 
would not inthe leait have countenanced their Quarrel.. 

However, the Cardinal, like himſelf, wiſely knew when 
20 ſtop : For though he thought it the Intereſt of the Crown; . 
to moderate their greatneſs, and'check thetr growth, yet - 
having freſh in Memory the. $zory of the fore-going Age,he.- 
ſaw, "twas wiſe to: have a Ballance upon occafion. - But this was 
more then recompenc'd in their firſt Adheſion to the Crows: 
of France, under the. Miniſtry. and DireQion of the- 
facceeding Card:ivat, when their Perſwaſion had not- only 
Number,and many good Officers to value it ſelf upon, but 
yielded their Kzzg, the ableſt Captain of the Age, namely, : 
Turene :: It was an Hugezor then,. at the Head of almoſt: 
an Hugexot Army, that fjellin. with a GCard#za/ himſelf, . (eo. 
the: Union; . Intereſt makes) tos maintain; the: Imperial 
Grown of Eraace; and that 107 #&:Roman-Catholicks head ;.: And 
| together: 
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Riny' © together with their own Indulgence, that Religion, as National 
Ved the :f00, againſt the pretences of a Romax-Catholick Army, head- 
Head of ed by a Price, brave and learned of the ſame Rehgion. 
thelaſ . I mention not this, to prefer one party to another ; for 
or; by. contrary Inſtances may be given - elſewhere, as Intereſts 
kat - have varied. Jn Sweecdland a Prince was rejected by 
 P2oteſtants.; and in Exglzd and Ho!lani, and many of 
atbolich the Prizcipalittes of Germany, Roman-Tetholicks have 
hliey — Aapprovd themſelves Loyal to their Kings, Princes and 
life the Oates: But this ſurtices to us, that we gain the Point ; for 
ted by ? it iS evident in Countries where Diſſezters are tolerated, the 
tit, he. — — Tuſccarity of the Prince and Government, may as well come 
ay, they Jrom the Conforming, 4s Diſſenting Party, and that ir comes 
the Cur: not from Difſenters, becarfe ſuch. 
t0 be. But how happy and admirable was this civil Union be- 
at Der, tween the Cardinal and Turene? two moſt oppolite, 
tif it Religions, both followed by People of their own Perſwa- 
the rf. © ſion-: One ſays his Mzfs, 'tocher his Direory, both invoke 
o oe Deity, by ſeveral wayes, for oze ſucceſs, and it followed 
with Glory, and a Peace to this Day. O why sheuld it be 
other wife now |! what has been, may be : Methinks H/:/dome 
and:Cherity are on that fide (till. _—_ | 
_ It will doubtleſs be objected, that the De-ſſentizo Party of 
England, fell in with the State Difſezter 1n.our late Civil, 
but Unnatural War: And this fcems to be againtt us, yet 
three things muſt be contefled ; Firtt, That the War ratner 
made the Diſſeaters, than the Difſeaters made the War: : Sc- 
.condly, that thoſe that were then in being,. were: not tole- 
rated as in Frence, but proſecuted : And lattly, that they did | 
not lead, but follow grexr Numbers of Church-geers, of ail 
Lxalities in that unhappy Controverlie, which began upon 
other Topicks than Liberty for Church - Diſſenters, And 
though they were herein blameable, Reaſon w'Realon, » 
OR = | a 
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al {/:mites and Latitndes, Thins dues not” affect the Ones 
tion: Such Ezlamities- are no mceſſary Conſequences of 
_ Crurch aſſent, becauſe they would then follow in all places 
where Diſſexters are. tolerated, which we ſee they do not :- 
but theſe may iometimes indeed. be the eftects of a vrolent” 
endeavour of Uniformity, and-that under all Forms of Gover- 
ment, a5l tear they were partly here under our Moparciy: 
But then this: teaches: us to conclude,. that a [Foleration of 
thole, that a contrary courſe makes axeaſie and deſperate, 
may prevent or Cure F»teſtizeTroubles ;as Anne torty eight, it 
ended the Strife,and ſettled the Peace of Germapy. For 'tis not 
Aa0W tae-queſtien,. how far men may be provok'd, or ought: 
to reſent it ;. but whether Government is ſafe iz a Toleration, 
eſpeciaily JPdnarchy. And to this IMue we are come in' 
Reaſon and Fatt, Fhat*tis fafe, and: that Corformiſts (gene- 
rally fpeaking) have fer their Intereſts, as rarely known 
their. Duty to their Prizce,. as: Diſſenters for their Conſci- 
ences.. Sethat the danger {eemsto lie on the fide: of forcing: 


Uniformity againſt Faith, upon ſevere Pexalties, rather than 
of a diſcreet Tolera3or. 


In the next place, I ſhall endeavour to shew the Prudexce 
and Reaſonableneſs of a Tole 


ration by the great Benefits that 

follow it. | 
Toleration, which js an Admiffion of diſſenting Wor- 
ſhips, with Impunity to the Diſſexters, ſecures Property, 
which 1s C:vi/ Right, and That eminently the fine and 
Power of the ÞPonarchp : For if no man fuffer in his Civ] 
Right for the ſake of ſuch Diſſent, the point of Succeſſion is 
ſettled without a C:vil Far, or a Recantation ; Since it were 
an abſurd thing to-imagin, that a Man born\to frve Pbunds: 
a Year, Should not be liable to forfeit bis Inheritance: 
jor Von-conformity, andyet a Prince of the Blood; and'an Heir 
_ 30-the Imperial Crown, ſhould. be: made incapable of his Inheri- 
z4pce for Church-diſſent:- bs © 


Qe: 
es of 
Places 
U Nit * 
vtolent 
10tey- 
| Arcny, 
tron of 
perate, 
vt, it 
(1S N9t 


obpht ' 


Tation, 
Me 1n 
(vene- 
nown 
Onlci 
orctng 
rthan 


uaenc! 


that 


5 Wore 
roperty, 
' and 


& (Civil * 


flanis 
it Were 
Phuni: 
ritance 
mn Heir 
Ie 


The 


C21) 

The Seevrity then of Poperty,orCivil Right, from being, 
forfcitable for Religious Tent, becomes a ſecurity to the 
Royet Family, againit the Ditgcultics lately labour'd under 
;n the buſineſs of the Swicfzox, And though IT have no 
Eommiſſion ſor it, befiacs the great Reafon and Equity 
of the thing, it ſelf, 1 dare ſay, there can hardly be a D!/- 


ſenter at this trume of aay fo 2a of Senic and Jullice,. as 


well as Duty and Loyelty, as not to be of the ſame mind. 
Elſe it were to-deny that to the Pr/z:e, which he nceds, 
and prays from him. Let us not forget the Story of S1fF1ti- 
mund of Sreed/2zd, of Qgnry- the fourth of France, and 
elpccially of our own £lneen Mary. Had Property been 
fix't, the Le of thoſe Royal Families could nor have met 
with any let or Interruption. *T'was this Conſideration that 
prevaiPd with Judge Hates, though a ſtrong Proteſtant aiter 
King Edward's Death, to give his Opinion for Queen Aary's 
ſucce{izon,..againlt that of all the ret of the Judges to-the 
contrary : which noble Freftdent, was recompencd in the 
Loyalty of Arch-B:iſbop Heath, a Roman-Catholick , in fa 
vour of the Succeſſion of Queen Elizabeth; and the ſame 
thing would be done again, in the like caſe,. by men. of the 
ſame Integrity. 

I know it may be ſaid, That there is little Reaſon now for the 
Prince to reeard this Argument in favour of Djſſenters whes- 
it was ſo little heeded in the caſe of the Brefumitive Beir 70 
the, Crown. But as this was the Act and Heat of Conform- 
ing men within Doors, fo 1f it were in Counſel or Dehire, . 
the Folly and Injuſtice of any Difſenters without Doors, 
ſhall many entire Parties pay the Reckoning: of the few- 
buſie Offendors ?' They would humbly hope, that the fiagu- 
hr Mildneſs- and Clemency, which make up ſo great apart 
of his Majeſties' publick Aſſurances; will not leave him in 
lus RefleQ1on here: He 

"Tas... 


(22) 
-MF'is the Mercies of Princes, that aboye all their Works, 
. give them the neareſt Re!emblance to Divinity in their Ad- 
miniſtration. Beſides, it is th:ir Glory to meaſyre their 
Attions by the Reaſon aad Conſequence of things, -and not 
by the Paions that poTel(s and anaimare pcivate Breaſts : 
For it were fatal to the Intereſt of a Princs, that the Folly 
or Undxtifilneff of any of his Subjects, ſhould -put kim out 
of the way, or tempt him to be «»/teagy to Is Prinetple and 
Interelt: And yet, with ſubaiſſion, I mult fay, -t would 
be the Conſequence of Coertion : For by expoſhng Property 
for Opinion, the Prince expoſes the Conſciences and Property 
of his own Family to the Church, and d:/arms them of all 
Defence, upon any alrteraticn of Judgment. *'Let us re. 
member thet ſeveral of the lame Parliament-men, who at 
firſt {acrificed civil Rights for Non-conformity 18 70: 
Diſſenters, fell at laſt to make the Succeſſion of the Crowr 
the Price of DB '(ſewt iz the next Heir of the Royal Blood. So 
dangerous a thing it 15 to hazard Property to ſerve a turn 
for any Party, or ſuffer ſuch Examples in the caſe of the 
aneanefſt Perſon 12 a Kingdom. 

Nor 1s this all the benefit rhar attends the Crown, by the. 
preſervation of Civil Rights ;. tor the Pover of the Monarchy 
!1S kept more entire by it. The King has the benefit of his 
Whole People, and the Reafon of their $fery 15 owing ro 
their C:v7, and not Eccleſiaſtical Obedience : Fheir Loyetry © 
#0 Ceſar, and not Conformity to the Church: Whereas the 
other Opinion woulda have it, that no Conformity to the 
Church, zo Property '1n the State: Which is to clog and. 
narrow the civit Power ; for at this rate, Ao Churcs-1Maz, 
NoEnalith-man, and zo Coxformiſt, nz Subject, A way 
£0 A/en the King's People, and prattiſe an Excihuton upon - 
him, from, it may be, a fourth part of his Dominions. 
Thus it may happen that the ableſt States-man, the braveft - 
Captain, 


to the Relief of old Trump: The third was Captain 
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Captain, and the belt' Citizen 'may be difabled , - and the” 
Prince forbid their Imployment to his Service. © 

Some Inſtances of this we have had ſince his late Maje- 


Thes Reſtoration: For upon the firſt Patch - War, Sir 
Witham Penn being commanded to give ina Liſt of the 
ableſt Sea-Ofticers in- the Kingdom, t» ſerve-in that Expe- 


dition, T'do very well remember he preſented our prefent 
King with. a Catalogue of' the knowingeit and braveſt 
Othcers the Age had bre, with this ſubſcrib'd, Theſe me, 
if his Majeſty will pleaſe to admit of their Perſwaſtons, T wild 


 anfreer for their Skill, Corrage and Intiority. He pickt them 


by their Ability, not- their Opinions; and he- was-i1 the 
right; for that was the beft way of doing the King's. 
buſtneſs. And of my own knowledge, Conformity robb'd. 
the King at that time of Ten, men; whole greater Know- 


Tecge and Valour, than ſore one ten of that Fleet, had in 


their room, been able to have ſaved a Barrel, or perfeted a 


Victory. I will name three of them. - The firlt- was Old- 


Vice-Agmiral Govpſon ; than whom, no body was more 


Stout, or a Sea-man. "Thelecond; Captain Bll, that in 


the Saphire beat Admiral Everſon, hand to hand, that came. 
| Potter, 
that in the conſtant Warwick, took Captain Beach, after eight 
hours ſmart Diſpute. And as evident it is, that if a War 
had proceeded between this Kingom and Frazre, ſeven years * 
ago, the bufineſs of Conformity had deprived the King of ' 
many Eand-Officers, whoſe ſhare in-the late-Wars of Erope, - 


- had made knowing and able: 


But which is-worſt of all, ſuch are not ſafe; with their 


diſſent, under their own extraordinary Prince: For though 


a-man were a great Honurer of his Prince, a Eover of his 
.Eountry, an Aamirer of the Government : Intthe:courſe of 
kis-Late, ſober, wile, induſtiousandiuſciul ;'it a iNer ; 
IXODY- © 
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From the eſtabliſh't Form of Worſhip, in that condition 
there is no Leberty for his Perſon, nor Security to his Eſtate ; 

As Vſelefs to the Publick, ſo Ruiz'd in himſelf. For this Net 

catches the beſt: Mn true to their Conſcience, and who 

indulged, are moſt like to be ſo to their Prince : whilit the 
reſt arelett to Couſes him by their change ; for that is the 

.unhappy end of forced Conformity in the poor ſpirited 

Comphlers, And this mu't always be the conſequence of ne- 

ceſtating the Prince to put wore and othcr Teſts upon his 

People, than are requiſit to ſecure him of their Loyaity. 
And when we ſhall be ſo happy in our meaſures as to con- 

Ader this Miſchicf to the Monarchy, it is to be hop'd, it will 

bs thought expedient to diſ-intangle Property from Opinios, 

and cut the untoward Knot, ſome men have tyed, that hath 

{10 long hamper'd and gauPFd the Prince as well as People. 

It will be then, when civil Puniſhments ſhall no more follow 

Charch taults,that the ctrvil Tenure will be recover'd to the 

.Government and the Nztures of Ats, Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, 1o diftinguiſh't, as Loyalty ſhall be the ſafety of 
Diſſent, and the whole People made sſefw to the Go- 
VErnment. 

It will, perhaps, be oNjeted, Thit Diſſenters can haraly 
le obliged to be true to the Crown, and ſo the Crown unſafe in 
their wery Services; fcr they may eaſily turn the Power given 
them to ſerve it, 2ainſt it, to greater themſelves. Iam wil- 
ling to obvateevery thing, taat may with any pretence be 
ofer'd againſt our entreated Inauloence. L {a 5 No, and 
appeal to the Kzzz timleif, (againit whom the Prejudices of 

-Gur late Limes ran tygheſt, and therefore has moſt reaſon 

toreſent) It he wasever better lov'd or ſerv*d, than by the 

Old Rownaheaged Sca-men, the Barl of Sznadwich, Sir William 

Penn, Sir F. Lawſon, Sir G. Aſcue, Sir R. Stainer, Sir Fer. © 


| F 
Smith, Sir J- Joraan, S.r F. Harmon, Six Chrif, Minns, 
Captain 
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© Captain: $a»ſnm, Cuttins,..Clerk, *Robinſon, ' Molton, Wager, 
 Jern,”. Parer, Haward,-* Habbard, - Fen,*. Langhorn, © Davs, 
.'Earl,,-White ; to ſay nothing of many yet living, of real 
- Merit, .and many inferior OJicers, expert and brave © And 
to.do our Prizce Juftice, -he-.deſerv:4 it from them,” by his 
-Humility,. Plinneſs and Courage, andthe careindaffeQion 

that healways ſhew'd ts. them. ES 
_ It any ſay, That moſt. of theſe 'mex were Confornmilts : I 
preſume to-tell them, ' 1 know: as well as any man,. they 
ſerv d the King never the better for that ;' on' the contrary, 
_ *was all the ſtrife that ſome of rthem-had' in themſelves; ':n 
the - doing that ſervice, *that they muſt .not * ſerve him 
-without .it;- and- if in that they: eould' have been Indul- 
ged, . they. had perform*d it with the -fgreateſt *Alacrity. 
Intereſt will not lye.” Where People find their Reckoning, 
- they-are ſure to be True. Fer 'tis want of Wit that makes 
any. man Falſe to himſelf. ?T'was-he that knew zl mens 
Hearts, that ſaid;-Mhere the Treaſure is, there the Heart will 
- be alſo. Let men be eaſie, fate, and upon their preferment 
with -the Prince, and they will* be Dutiful,” Loyal, -arid 

mo{t Aﬀffetionate. A ET OT, » 
Mankind by nature fears Power, and meltsat Goodneſs. 
'Fardon-my- Zea), - I-wauld + not be thought to. plead for 
_Diſſeaters Preferment ; ?tis enough they Wo whe they 
have, -and mey live at their own Charges. Oaly 'i.2im 
for having the Prince have Room for his choice, ' arid not 
Þe crampt-and ftinted [by Opinion ; but imploy thoſe 
who! are beſt able to ſerve him: *And*T think out of fx 
-Parties ?tis better. picking, than out of exe.of them; 'and 
therefore the Prince's intereſt is to be © head of all of 
them; which a+Toleration effeRs in amonment ; fince thoſe 
"fx (divided Interefis, within theinſelves) having buttge 
6944 Heed,: become one intire cvi1 Bedy to the Prince : And 


'D 
xe 
k, * 


C26) 
T"am ſure, T have Mozarchy on my fide, if Soompn and his- 
W:{com may ftand for it, who tells us, That the Glory of a- 
Kyng ts 1n the Aultithde of. his People. 4 

Nor is this all. for the.Conlequences -of ſuch an Uni- 
yerſal Content would: be of infinite moment to the ſecrrity: 
of the Monarchy; both at Home and Abroad. At Home, for 
it would behead the fattions without” Blood,” and Banifh the 
Ring-leaders witheut going aoroead. When the. great bodies 
of Diſſemters ſee the care of the Government for their ſafety,” 
they have no need of their Captains, nor Theſe any ground 
for. their Pretences: : For as They-us'd the People to value 
themſelves, and raiſe their Fortunes with the P7izce, ſo 
the People followed their Leaders to-get that eaſe, they ſee. 
their Heads promis'd, but could: not, and the Government 
can, and does give them. 

Maultitudes cannot Plot, they are too many, and have not. 
Condudt for it,they move by another Spring. Dat:ty is the - 
pretence of their. Leaders : If once they ice they enjoy it, they 
nave yet Wit enough not to hazard it for any Body : : For 
the endeavours of buſie men are then diſcernable; .. but a-: 
itate of Severity gives them a pretence, by which the Mul- - 
titude 1s eafily taken. 

This I fay, upon a Suppoſirion, that the DifTenters. 
could agree againft the Government ; which is a begging of - 
the Queſtion : For it 15 improbable (11 not impotibte without - 
Coxformifts) ſince beſides the Diftance they are at- 1n their* 
Perſwafions and Aﬀettions; they dare-not hope for ſo good * 
terms {rom one ancther,as the Geverament gives; And that * 
Fear, with their Fmanlatiozs,'. would draw- them rato: that: 
Din, . that they muſt all fail into-a: Natvrai-dependance, 

which . I.call holding of the Przxce, as the Great: Head of the: 
State.” 
From abroad, weareas laſeas from within our-felves : "= 
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.if leading Men at home are thus diſappointed -of their Fn. 
. tereſt: tae People, . Forreiezers will find kere no Interpre- 
ters of their dividing Language, nor matter (if they could) 
. to work upon; for the Point is gain'd, the People they 
would deal 1n, are at their eaſe, -and cannvt bs bribed ; and 
thoſe that would, can'r deſerve it. 
Ic is this that makes Prixzes live Ladependent of their Neigh- 
-bours; .and 7s be. low'd at home, is to be fear'd abroad: One 
follows neceſſarily the other. Where Prezces are driven to 
— ſeek a forreign Afhſtance, the iſſue muſt either be the Ruiz 
\ - of the Prezce, or the abſolute ſubjetion of the People; nat 
without the hazard of becoming a i2rovince to the power of 
that Neighbour that turns the Sealz. :Theſe conlequencss 
: have on either hand an z/{ ook, and ſhould rebate Extreams. 
'The Greatneſs of Fraxce carries thole Threats to all her 
Neighbours, that, -politically ſpeaking, 'tis the M-lazcholliff 
proſpect England has had to make ſince Ezg9ry Eight : The 
Spanizrs at that time, being ſhorter 1n all things but his 
Pride and Hope, than the French Kzzg 1s now of the ſame 
univerſal Monarchy. "This creatneſs begun by the e/2averth 
Levis, ſome will have it, has not been ſo much advanced 
by the Wiſdom of UBichlieu, and Craft of Bazarene, no, 
-not the Arms of the preſent Honarch, as by the «/tſfance or 
-conntvanc? of England, that has molt to loſe by hum. 
Cromwell begun, and gave him the Scale againſt the 
Spayiard, The Reaſon of State he went upon, was the 
ſupport of his uſurpd Domintwon: And he was not out in 
it ; for the Ex:/e of the-Royal Family was a great part of the 
\price of that Aid: In which we ſee, how much Izteref# pre- 
vails above Nature. It was not Royal Kjnared could jhelter 
aKing againſt the Solicitations of an V/zrper with the Sox of. 
his Mother?s Brother. wad 
But it will be told us by ſome People , We have zct 
D 2 Gegenereres , 
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Acpenerated, but exaRly. follow'd 'the ſame Steps ever fince;:.. 
v hich has given ſuch an Ins:22{3-to-rnole Begimnings, thats. 
the. French Monarchy-1s almoſt above our reach., . But fups: | 
poſe it were true, what's the cauſe of it ? *It has not been old 
Friendſhip, or nearneſs of Blood, or Neighbourhood. ' Nor; 
couidstbelroman- Inclination in our Mmiſters, to: bring” - 
things here toa like iſſue; as ſome haveſuggeſtel; for then. 
we ſhould have clogg'd his- :Succefles',:. inftead of helping; . 
them in any kind, "left in doing ſo, -we should- have, pur it, + 
into his power to hinderour own... OR 

But perhaps our crsſs Accidents of State may ſometitnes” 
nave compell d us into his Friendſhip, aad his Councils have. . 
carefully improv'd the one, . and husbanded- the other, to*. 
great Advyantages.; and that this was more then- made for * 
our Exeliſh Intereſt ;' and yet 'tis but'too true, that the ex-.. 
tream Hears, of ſome men,: that moſt inveighed againſt it; ' 
went too*far . to-ſtrengthen that underſtanding ,*: by net. 
taking what would have been granted; -and creating-an In-- . 
tereſt at home, - that might naturally have-diflolved thar- - 
Correſpondenec abroad. ' + © LR 

I love.not-to revive. things. that are uneafily rremembred, 
Þut.1Q Points moſt render to the late King,ke thought himſelf * 
tometimes too eloſcly preſt, ' and hardly held; and we are 
all wiſe enough now to ſay, a milder Conduct had ſucceed. 
cd+better: For if reaſonable *things ;:may , be unreaſonably -- 
preft, and -with ſuch private Intentions. as induced a de-" 
ial, - Heats about things doubtful, unwiſe or: unjuſt, muſt.* 
neegs harden and prejudice, | —_ 

_ Let: us then.create-an Injereſt for the Prinec ae Home, and! 
Forreiga Friendſhips (at beft, uneertaimand dangerous) will 
fail of. courſe ; for if xt. be allow!d to private. men, z,fhall* 
it -be: focbid+.ta- Princes. only, -: to: know and betructothcir* 
own Support * - " 

ti 
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. Tt. '235'n9- more” than” what every Age makes us to Tee 
in all Parties of men. 'The- Parliaments of England fince © 
the Reformation; g7Uing #9 quarter to RomattCatholicks, 
have-forced#- them to the Crows tor ſhelter : - And ro induce 
the Monarchy to yield them the Prore10n they have needed, 
have with mghty *Addreſs.and Skill, recommended: them- 
{elves - as the great Friends of the Prerogative, and 0 
fucceſsfuliy* too,”. thatfit were: not below-the Wiſdom of 
tha. Conſtitution -to-reflett what they have loſt by that 
coſtiveneſs of theirs to Catholicks:- - On the other hand, 
the® Crowne having- treated the ProteFant- Diſlenters, 
withthe ſeverity of the Laws that affe&ed them, ſuffering 
the ſharpeſt : of - ther. to” fall-upon their Perſons and 
Eſtates,” they -have been driven fucceſſively td Parliaments * 
for Szcconr, whoſe Privitedzer, with equal SkzUI and Zeal; they 
have-abetted : © And *our- late unhappy: Wars are- too plain 
a proof, . how much their- Acceſſion gave the Scale againft 
the Power and Courage-of | both Conto2miſts and -Cathos 
Uitks, that adhered to the Crown. - RE 
Nor. miſt this' contrary Adhelton, be imputed to Love 
or Hatred; ..but zeceſſary *Iptereſt : * Refuſal: in '0ne plaag 
makes way 'for' Addreſs: ir. another. © If * the Scene bg 
changed © the parts muſt follow ; - for as well before as after 
Cromwe!''s Uſurpation, 'the Roman Cathohcks 'did not 
only. promiſe the moſt - ready Obedienee to that Govern- 
ment in his Printed 4pologaes for Liberty of Conſcience: But 
aCtually* treated- by {ome of their greateſt Men, with the 
Miniſters of thoſe Times for [ndalgence, upon the aſſurances 
they- offer d to- give of their good *Behaviewy to the Govern- 
meat, 7as theneſtablijh't. - Onthe orher hand; we fee the 
Preſbyterions,- Thar in Scotland begar-che Mir, and in 
England premoted and held it to Ferry Seves,; when 
ready :to:be -Juppiantcd by the Independants,” wheel: to the * ' 
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- King. InS:o:land they Crown him,8& core vitoEpg/apd with F y 
an Army to reſtore him, where their Brethren joyn them; Fred t 
- butbeing defeated; They help,by private Colledtions,tolupport | mere] 
him abroad , and after the Overthrow of Sir G. Booths At. vill On 
tempt; to.almoſt a Miracle,reitorehim. And which is more, 1 the-C 
a great part of that Army too, whoſe,Y:teries riſe from the aging 
Raizx of the Prince they reſtored. q py r 
But to give the laRk Proofs our Age has of the power of tackor 
Intereſt, againſt the Notion oppolcd by this Diſcourſe, :Firſt, The 
the Izdeperdants themiclves, held the greateit Republicans of \nitte 
all Parties, were the moſt L1viſh and $uperftitious Adorers ** 1.Ss 
of Monarchy in Dliver Cromwell, becaule of the regard = a 
-he had to thzm ; allowing him, and his Son afrer him,to be on ſn 
: Cuftos Utrinſq, Tabule, over all Cauſes, as well Eccleſiaſtical Th , 


asCivil, Dupzeam Governour. And next, the Conformefts 

in Parliament, repated the moſt:Loyal and Mozarchzcal wen, P OL 
did more than any body queſtion and oppoſe the lare King's : Hall 
- Declar at 103 of Indulgence; CVEN 4 þ hey themſelves would nat we alour 


allow ſo much Prerogative to the Crown. raord 
This proves the Power of Intere#, and that all Perſwafſions 
 senter withit: And-when chey ſee the Government engaging 
.them with a fix't Liverty of Corlcieace, they mult for their 
.own ſakes ſeek rhe S»yport of it, by which it is maintained. 
This Voz, direfted under the Prince's Conduct, would 
.awe the greatneſs of our Neighbours, and ſoon c2curn 
Europe to its antient Balance, and that into his hand too. 
-So that he may be the great Arbzzer of the Chriſtian World. 
But if the Policy of the Government places tke Security of 
its Interc{t in the D-#ruG#:0» of thecivl Intereſt of the Eiſſex- 
ers, 1t 15 not robe weaderel at, it they are leſs found in 
the praiſes of its Conduct, than others to whom they are 
offered up a Sacrifice by it. 7 
I know .4t will be igfhauated, That there is danzer iz build. 
" 
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ing upon the Union of divers Tnterefts; and this wiil be aggta.” 
vated to the Prizce, by ſuch as would engroſs his Bounty and 
intercept. his Grace from a great part of his People. But T 
will only. oppoſe. to that meer Suggeſtion, three Examples 
to the- contrary, with this Challange, That if after rum- 
maging the- Records of ll Time, they find one- Inſtance - 
to contradict. me, I ſhall. ſubmit the- Queſtion: to their 
Authority. - | 

The Fr#-15 given by thoſe Chriſtian Emperors; who- 
admitted of all forts of D#ſjexrers into thieir- Armies, Conrts 
and: Sexares, This, the Eccleſiaſtical Story of thoſe Times, 
aſſures us, and particularly Socrates, Evagrius; and - 
Dnuphrius. 

The Vext Inſtance is that of Prizce YOll.am of Orange, -- 
who by a-timely 124zl/gexce; united the ſcattered Rrength - 
of Yolland, and, all animated by the Clemercy, as well as 
Valour'of their C aptain; crown'd his Artempts with an cx- 
traordinary Glory ; and what makes, continues Great. - 

_ The aft is given us by Lv, in his account of Yannibals 
Irmy ;- © That they conliited of divers Nations, Languages, 
ET, Cuſtoms & Religions : That under all therr ſucceſſes of War 
wu *and Peace, tor Th#rteen-Tears together; they never mutinied 
a K "againft thei Grneral, - nor fell out among! themſelves. 
"m7 > What Livy relaics for a Worder, the Marqueſs Uirgilio 
"on MPalvetzy gives the Reaſon of, to- wit, .their Fariecy and | 
World Dilterence, well managed by their General - for {aid he, * It | 
of wasimpofſible for ſo-many Nations, Cuſtoms 'and Religions 
uy *tg combine, eſpecially when the Genez4/'s equalhand gavs- 
Diſcs « him more Reverence with them, than they had of aftefti- 
puns  ©gj, for oneanother. - This ({ays he) ſome would wholly 
hey 2 *1mpute-to Daunibal+; but however great he was, TI attri- - 
yu Ebute if to. the: variety'of People inthe Army : For (adds 
is built «GL... * 14? PEP 4 Gr | a: 
you” he) Rrvine's Army- was: ever: leſs given to- Mutiny, 
Had « when- 
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<« when billanced with Auxiliary L2$19ns;then wherr intire- 
« ly Romax. : I nus much in, his. Dicourles upon .Corn:tize 
'. Facitus. 7 
And they are neither few,. nor of the weakeſt ſort of men, | 
that hve thoug/it the Concord of D:{cords the firmeſt:Baſis 
| for. Governmeit .to build upon. .”Fhe buſineſs is to. Tue 
them well, and chat mit be bythe skill of the'M 94x, 
+ In Nature we ſee, all. Heat cozſ»m25, all Cold tU{s;. That 
three Dzsrees of Cold to two of :Heat, allays:the. Heat, but © 
- iRtroducesthe coatrary Quality, and over-cools. by a 'Dz- 
- gree ;, but tws, Degrees of Co/d to two of Heat, makes a 'Po'ze 
_ in. Elements, and a: Baliye in Nature. :And in' thoſe 'Fa- 
. milies where the eveneſt'Hand is carried, the:Work 1s beſt 
doae,..and the Maſter 1s. mok reverenced. 
This brings me to another. benefit, which accrues to the 
Wonarchy by a Tokraton,, and that is a Bxllance at home : 
: For though it be improbable, it may ſo happen, that either | 
_ the conforming or.non-conforming Party may be undutiful; » 9g:, 
_ the one. is then a:Ballance to the other. *This might have Bi 
prevented much Miſchief ta our fecond 4nd third Benry, King | 
John, . he ſecopd Edward, 474 Richard, - aud wnheppy : 
| Yenry the ſexeh, as it undeniably ſaved the Royal Family of ue 
France , . 42d ſecured Dolland, . a»d kept ir from truckling G. 
<: uuder the Spaxiſh Monar ch. "While all old of the Gover I- tha 
. rent, *tis that ,which gives the . Scale: to the moſt Datiful ; © We 
. but 4till, no farther than to ſhow* Its 'Power, and awe'the 
-ciorderly into Obedience, not:to. deſtroy the Bz/lzxce, left It . = 


 theuld afterwards want the means of Over-puizing Fattion. TY 
"That this 1s more than'Fancy: ; -plaia it is, that the Di/-. Na 
ferrer. muſt firmly - adhear.to che Government for his Being, |. 
While the Church-ma is provided for. The one ſullifts by i 


 1t5:Mercy, the other by: its Bouzmty. This is ty'd by Plenty, th 
; ut that by Weceſſity, . which. being the .laſt of 'Tyes, and 80 _.. |, 
| :ſtropgett 7 


TT 


.ftrongeſt of Obligations, the Security is greateſt from him, 

_ that it is fancied moſt unſate to Tolcrate. 
But beſides this, the 7749 wlity which it gives at Home, 
will both oblige thoſe that are-upon the Wing tor Forrerzy 


. . o 1d | jo © 
"Parts, to- pitch h{re again; and at a time whe: our Ngjg}t- 
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 bouring Monarch 1s waſting h:s i.cople, excite thoſe $1F 

'ferers into Iis. Majeſties Kingdoms, whole Number wit! 

_ .encreaſe that of his Subjects, and their Labour and Conſump. 

_ «tion, the Trade and Wealth of his Dominions. _ 

For what-.are all Conqueits but of Peale? And if the 

Government may by .[zazlzexze add the Inhabitants of Tz; 

Cties to thote of its own, 1t obtains a YVietery witnout charge, 

[The Anrieat . Perſecution of France and the Low Countrics, 

has furniiht us with an. 1avingtble . Intanc2; for of thoſe 

that came hither on that.aaccount, we were #z/fr-d .n mot 

uſeful ManufaFurizs, as by courſes of 2 like nature, we /c7 

ateither © a grzat part.of .our Wooll-». Tra. And as men, in times 

dutiful; 3 0! danser,draw 1n their Stock, and either tranſmit it to other 

ght have. Banks, or bu-y their Lalent.at kome for fecurity (chat being 

p, King out. of. ſtghr, - it may be -out of reach too: (and cither is fara! 

to'a Kingdom) So this mildncls-entieated, fetting every 

mans Heart at re't, every man will ke at work, -and the 

Srock of .che Kingdom employed.; which, like the Blood, 

that hath its due paſſage, will g.ve.Lfe and Vigear to every 
'Member.1in the, publick Body. 

And here give me leave to mention the Ex2eriment mads 

at Home by hisiate Majeſty ,12 hn D-.Caration.of zdz/gence, 

No matter how well or 1!] built the act of State was, "tis no 

part of fhe buſineſs 'nhand, but wv het ewe ihe Liberty of it 

had upen the Peace aud 7T: al-5 of the Kingdom, may have 

in{truQon 10 1t' to our preicent Condition, *P'was evident, 

that all men'Lavoured cheertully, and Traded boldly, when 

they had the - Royal M) ar to keep What they gor, -and 
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the Xjrg hnnſelfLceame-the « nhoorfal Tirfneer of Diſſenterss 
Ylates. White-Hall then, and S?. James's, werei as- much: 
ved and courted by their reſpective e Agents, as if they had« 
ixen of the Fam; :. T7 that vw. Juch eclipſed. the Royal Good-. 
ef, being by his own Hixd:abus removed, his benigne In-- 
fiucnces diew the returns mT Sweetneſs and: Daty from. that 
part of his SubjeQts; that the. want of. tho{- Influences had-: 
raacc barren before. "Then-it was-that we. looiet hike: the: 
Members of one Family, ard Children of one Parent, - Not: 
dd we envy our eldeſt Brother; Epifcopacy, his Inheritance, . 
{0 thar we had but.a Child's Portion : For not only Diſcon< 
rents variſi'r, but no matter was left for. ill Spirits, .forretgn = 
Or domeſtick, to brood upon, or hatch to-Milchiet, W hich-: 
was a plain proof, that it1s the Union of Intereſts, and not- 

_ of Opizions, that gives Peace to Kingdoms. 

And witirall Delerence to Authority, l-woulc d ſpeak it;the - 
Tzberty of the Dzclaration, ſeems to be uvur Engliſh Amomuns.+ 
at leaſt, the Soveraiga Remedy to .our Engliſh Conſtitution. 
And to ſay true, we ſhifted Luck as ſoon as we had loſt it ;-. 
tike thoſe that. Joſe their Royal Gold, their C1: Ln: | 
Bor all Diſſenters ſeem'd then united in-theirafteQtion to the. 
Government, and foilow'd their. Afﬀairs without fear: or dis - 
fraction. Pojects then, . were ſtale and unmerchantable, . 
and no body ly cared for them, becauſe no body wanted them : : 
'Fhat gentle Opzaze at the Prince's hand, Jlaid-the moſt buſie - 
and*Furbulent to fleep: : But when the-loſs of that Trdwl. - 
£exze made them-uncertain, and that.uneaſie, their Perſons -- 
and Eſtates being, again-expaſed to pay the..Reckoning of- 
their Diſſent, no doubt, but every Patty ſhifted then as they 
could : :; Moſt grew fſelfifh; atleaſt, F mo iiews Tearing one : 
{hould-make Bargains apatt, Or excluſive of theother. - This: 
was-theſatal part ©: Iſſearers atted-to:their: common Ruin :- 

And Eakethis Partiality to have © had: too great a Imre in our 
late-. 
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_ Hate Animolities ; which, by freft Accidents falling in, have 
MwelPd to. a mighty Deluge, ſuch .an one as hath over- 
-whelmed the former civil Concortl and Screnity of the King- 
dom, And pardon me if-I ſay, I cannot ſee that thoſe Waters 
. arelike to.aſſwage, till this Olzve Branch of Tadulgezice be (ome 
way or other reſtored : The Waves will fill cover our Earth, 
-and a {pot of Ground will hardly be found in this glorious Uſe, 
for a-great Number of uſeful.People to {et quiet foot upon. 
And to perlue the Allegory.; wu hat was that Ark it ſelf, bx 
:the wo## apt ana lively Emblet of Toleration ? A kind. of 
E þ natural Temple of Iadulpence. In which, we hind-two gf every 
= «Jving Creature dwelling together, :of oth Scxes too, . that 
they might propagate ; .and that as well of the anclez as 
.tleap kind:: So that the $aſer and/ieſs uſeful fort were faved, 
:Creatures never like to change their Nature, .and fo jar from 
beings whip'c and puniſN't to the Altar, that they were ex- 
-prelly forbid. Theſe were Saved, theſe were Tea and :Re- 
3 <ZFored to their Aatient Paſtur:s. Shall we be ſo.mennerly 
t "* as tocomplement the Coxformijts with the ſtile of Cledz, and 
hath 4o humble as to take the Vxcleax kind to our ſelves, who are 
WM the lefs Noble, .and more Clowniſh ſart of People? I think 
oth. | -verily we may do 1t, 1f we may but be laved too by the-Comz- 
KO dbr of our Ezeliſh A#/%. And this the Peaceable and VL ir- 
toys Diſſenter has the leſs reaſon to fear, ſince Sucred Tex? 
tells us, *Fwas Fe, and ot Opinioz that brought the:Beluge 
-upon the.reft. And here (to drop our Allegory) 4 muft 
Ja take:teave tohope, that though the Declaration be gone, -1f 
rlons- :the :rexfon of tt remain, T mean, the JFntere® of the 
g of | Aottarchp, the K27 and His Great Conmid will graciouſly 
they pleaſe to think a'Toleratzozz, no Dangerous nor Obiolete thing. 
| ON: But as Toleration has many Arguments for it,that are-drawn 
Tis* fromthe Advantages that have & would cometo the Publick 
00” | +by-it, .ſo there are divers: Mi/chiefs that mult ungvoidably 
=— F 2  follew 
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follbw the Perſccutinn of Diſſen'ers, that may reaſdnably 

diſſwade trom ſuch Severity. For they mult either be- 
Ruvin'd, Fly or Confozm ;-- and'perhaps the laſt is nor the 
Safeſt, If they are Rarr'd in their Eſtates, and. their Perſons. 
Impriſon'd, modeſtly computing, a fourth of. the. Trade and 
Man«faityry of the Kingdom ſinks; and thoſe. that have. 
help'r to mazta:n.the Poor,, mult come.upon:the Poors Book. 
for Maintenaxce,., his ſeems to. be. an Impoveriſ9ing of the.. 
Publick. But if to avoid this, they Tranſport themſelves, 

with their Eftates,. into ethey Governments; nay; though- 
it were to any of his Majeſties Plantations; the Number were. 
far roo great to be.ſpar'd from Home. So much Principal-: 
Jock wanting to turn.the yearly. Trafhck,, and--ſo- many: 

People too, to conſume our yearly Growth, mult iſſue fataly. 


to.the Tyade' one; way, and on the. Lends.and Rents of the. 
Kingdom the other way. 


And Laſtly, If they. ſhould reſolve, : neither to /#ffer- nor: 
fly; but conform to prevent:both., Itis to beenquired, if this 
Cure of Church-Diviſion.be ſafe to the.<tate;..or not rather, . 
a. raking --up Goals under Afbes, - for a future Miſchief? - He 
whom Fear or Policy-.hath made.. 7 reacherous to his.own- 
Conſcience, ought not to be held T7zeto any thing but his-- 
own Safety and Revenge. .. His Conformity gives him the.. 
firft, and his-Refentment of the Force. that compelsit, will. 
on no occaſien let him want the laſt,. So. that Corformity- 
£04zens.n0 body but theGovernment: For the State Phanatick. 
(which is the «»/afe thing to the State). being chriftend\ by 
Conformity, he 1s Elegible every where, with Perſons. the 
moſt devoted to.the Prince: And. all men will hold themſelves... 
protedtea.;n their Vores by it: S 
_A* Receipt; to MaKe Faction: keep”; ana. preſerve Di/- 2 
loyalty againſt/ail FFeathcrs. - For whereas the nature of Teſts: 
15.10 diſcover; this is the way. to coxceal the Inclinations of .. 


men. 
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men from the Goverment, Plain Diſſent is the Prince with 
a Candle in His hand: He fees th: Where and What of 
Perſons and Things : He dilcriminates, and makes that a 
rule of eonautt: uot forcld Conformity is the Prince in the 
dirk : Jt blows out his Candle, and leaves him with= 
out D.{tinciion : © Sucr Subjects are- like Figures in Sand, 
when Water is fap't upon them,they run together,and are 1n- 
diſcernable : Orc writtey S-d/tion.mace /egrble by writing the 
Oath; & Canons upon it : The ſafeſt way of blotting out Danger. 
And I know not how to forbear ſaying; that this neceſſary 
Conformtty mares the Church auzgzerons to the State : For even 
thepocr:fze that tollows,makes the Church both conceal and 
protect the H y poerites ; Which together with their Liberality | 
to the. Payſon, | Charity to the Pers and. Hoſpitality fto' thesy + 
Nec hberrs, recommends them to the tirft tavour they have 
to buitow. "That Fort 1s nafafe where a part of the Garriſon - 
conlilts of diſguiſed Enemies; tor when they take their turns 
Whis .; at the jÞazch, the azzger 1s hardly evitable. Ir.would-thea 
ather, certainly be for the ſatety of the Forz,that ſ uch Friends in af- - 
. Þe querzd: were induſtrouſly k-pt out, inſtead of being whipt in. | 
_ £ 2d it was ſomething of this I remember: thet was.made 
ut his all AFTULMment for the Dec!aration of- Indulgence 1n the Pre- 
\ the. | a0:ble,to wit, the greater Safety of the Crovermment, from Dpen 
will | ans I weltth, ther private, aijjenting Meetings of worſhip ; as 
mity | Indeed tae ret bear the like relembiance. For thele werethe 
endtich T opicks, qn#etizz the Peeple, exconraging Strangers. to come. 
ard live among us, and {race by it ; and laſtly, preventing 
the Danger that mignt ariſe to the Government by privare - 
Meetings : Of greater realon then irom private men, not 
teſs diſcontented, - but more concealed and ſecured by the 
great Dake of Church Conformity,” . It 15 this will make @ - 
Comprehenſion-of the next Difſenters to the Churci'dangerous, 
tho* it were practicabte, of which {ide ſoever it bs, . For in an 
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» Age, the preſent Government fhall feel the Art andInduftry-of 
. the comprehenged.- $9 thata,Toleration.is in realon of State 
tobe prefer'd, And if the Reaſqns of the Declaration were 
_.ever goa, they arg lo {ti:l, becauſe the Emergencies of Stats 
that madg them {o, remain; and our Neighbours are-not leſs 
powerful to improve them to our detriment. : 
But it will be now ſaid, Thom the (Faverament fhould find 
its account in what hs bees laſt alledzed, this were the way to over- 
throw the Charch, and encourage? Diſſenters to continue tn their 
Errors. Which is that ſecond main Ovjectian.I propoſed at 
 firlt, to ariſwer in its proper place, and that] think this 1s. 
I humbly lay, i it prove the Intereſt of the threeconfider. 
. able Charch-Tutereffs in this Kingdom, aiRel/axatzon, at leatt, 
. can hardly fail us. [The three Chureh Intereſts are;Thatof 
. the Charch of England ; That of the Roman-Catholick- 
Dilſentez.; and That of the Proteſtant-Dillenter. 
"That the Church of Ezzlayd ought iz Conſcience. gud Proc 
deace to-conſent. to the Eale defired. | ON 
-T pray. firſt, that it be. conſidered, -how-great a refle&tion 
1c will be upon her Honour, that from a Perſecutea, the 
. Should turn a Per/ecxtiag Church : An overthrow none. of her 
Enmiei have been able to give to her many excellent Apologies, 
-Nor wil it þe excuſed, by her ſaying, She.ts 2» the Right, 
which her Perſecutors were not-; ſince this 1s a confidence 
.not wanting in any of them, or her DPiſſeaters-; and the 
.truth is, 1t 15Þut the begging of a Queltion, that will by no. 
Means be granted. : 
No body ouglitto.Enow more then Church-mez, that 
. Conſcience cannot bz fo2ced. That Olterings again{FCon- 
 fcience, are as odtious to God, as wuneaj2 tothem that make 
them. That God loves a free $:rifice. That Chrift. for- 
-pad Fire, though from Heaven (it ſelf) to punifh Difſen- 
ters; and commanded that .the :Tares jbould grow with the 
; Wheat 
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Wheat #1 the Harveſt, In fine; that we ſhould love Exeries 
themſelves :* And to exclude worldly ſtrife for Religion ; - 
That his» Rtvgaom © ir ' not of ths World, "This was-the - 
DaGtrine of the Bl-ſſed Savioar of rhe Horld. 
Saint Pat perſuecs the fame: courſe, Is glad Chriſt is | 
Preached, be it of Fay; the wotft- ground: for Diſſent 
that can be. - It was he that-ask't that hard, but jult 
Queſtion, IF ho art 1hou that judgeft. another mans Servant f' 
To his own” Lord he flandth-or falleth; He allows the 
Ciarch a. Wartare, and Weapons te- perform it, but they 
are. not Carnal, but Spiritual Therefore it was {o adviled, - 
that every man in matters of Religion; thould-be fully perſwa- 
ded in his own mind, and it any were ſhort or miſtaken, God © 
would, in-his time; Inform them” better. 
He- tells -us of Shiſmaticks and Hepericks-too, and their 
puniſhmeat, which 4s to the point in hand : * Hedirects to a 


#r/t and ſecond Admonition, and if that preveil- net, rejecr 


hens: Phat 1s, refuſe them Clurch Fellowſhip, 4:/owz their 
Relation, and dezy them Communion. But in all this there 
15.007 a Word of Fixes or Impriſoamerts, nor 1s it an excuſe - 
to any Church, that the c:vil Daviftrate executes the ſeverity, 
while they are Members of her Communion, that make and 
execute the Laws. 

Bat if the Church could gain her Point, T mean Conformity, | 
unleſs ſhe eould gain conſent too, *rwere -but Conftraint' ai, 
laſt... A*Rape upon'the: Mina, which may encreaſe Ez 
Number, ot: her Devetrop.”- On the contrary, the reir/of+- 
her Sons arein danger by their Hypocrifie. The moſt cole, 
but watchful and: Revengeful thing in the Worla. Belices, 
the Scandal can hardly be reraoved : 'Fo over-value Con, and 
Rate Braſs to Silver, Feggers any Country ; and to © them | 
for Sons {NE ever begat;:debaſes and deiiroyes: an-/Church. 
'F'were better to 7zdu/ze forreigi Copn of 7irinfice Valueand 
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{ let it paſs for its Wejzht, * Tis not Number, but Quality : "Two 
©or three ſixcere Chriſt;ans, that form an Evangelical Church; 
-and tho” che Church were leſs, : more Charity on the one hand, 

and Pzety on the other, with exaCt Church-cenſure,:2nd leſs 

.&tvil Coertioz, would give her . credit with Cax/crence in all 
-Seas ; without which, their Acceſſion it ſelf would be no 
benefit, but diſgrace, and hazard to. her Conſtitution. 

And to ſpeak prudently. in this Aﬀair, *ris the * Lztereft of 
.the Church.of Enzland, not to ſuffer the Extin&iaon of 
-Pillenters, that ſhe may have a Comer Ba/lzxce to the 
Roman -Cathoicks, who,:though few in Number, are 
-great.in Czality, ani greater in their forreign Friendſhips 

and Afitance. On the other hand, it is Her lntereſt to 
Tadulze the Roman-Cathvuck,- that by his Acceſſion, She 

- Fray. at all times,. have the Ballance in her own hand, againſt 
the Brotetant Diſſcnter, /ean/g to cither, as ſhe finds 
' her Dofrize undermined. by the one, or her D#/cipizze by 

the. other; or laſtly, . ber c:wil Ivtereit endangered from 

.cither of them. 

And it is. certainly the” Fnferelt of hoth thoſe Extreams of 
Diſſest, that She,. rather than. either of them {ſhould hold 
the Scale. For as the Proteſttnt -Diſſenter cannot . hope fur 
any Tendernels, excluſive of Roman Catholzcs, bur almott 
the ſame Reaſorzs way be advanced againit him; ſo cn the 
.Gther hand, it would'look imprudent, as well as unjuſt, in 
nc Roi Catholichs, to lohcite any Indulgence exclzſive of 
Preteitant Diſſeate 5. For 'betides that, this keeps up 
the Animolity,. which 1t 1s their Intercit to bþyry: The 
conſequence will. be, to take the advantage of Time, to 
[match it trom 'ope env lier, when an.united-Regreſt for .Lr- 
berty, Cnce granteil, will oblige both Parties, 1. all times, 
for Exmayle fake, to have it equally preſerved. Thus are all 
Chuich-Tytereſts. of Conformifts and Diſſeaters., rendered 


coniiltent 
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 ©tonliſtent and ſafe in; their-civil-Intereft one with the 
FO - DT pad EOS a wr Y Cn 
_ _--But if will kfRtof all, doubtleſs; be objefted, That thourh & 
| eToleration were never ſo'defirable in it ſelf, and in its conſequence 
| i-bexeficral to the Publick, yet the Gyvernment tapnot allow.it without 
| *Rui# to the Church of Englatid;which it is obliged to niarntaiy. 
| "But I thinkrhis will nor affe&t the Queſtion ar-all; unleſs 
| « by maintaing'the Chu#ch of Engiand, it 1s underſtood that.he 
| ſhould «force whole Parties to be of her” Communion, er 
- knockthem onthe Head: Leruscall to'mind;that theRe/sgtop 
” that is true; allows no'tman towo Wrong, that *Right'may 
' ©. come of it. And that! nothung'has leſſen'd the: Credit: of 
_ - any Religion :more,” than declining to ſupport it felt-by its 
© ong; Cha#ity and Prety, and taking SanfQtuary In the: Arms, 
' rather than the-Unatrſtandings of- en. Violences are 1ll Pillars 
| * for Truth toreft upon. ' The Church of ' Ezg/and muſt” be 
j  meintair'd* Right; butcan't that be. done without the Dy/- 
 * ſetter be deftroyed *Ta vainthen did-Chriff conmand-Perer 
| toputuphis Sword, with this Rebuke, He that kills with the 
' Sword, with the' Sword ſhall be killed, it his Followers are to 
draw it:again. © He 'make& killing for *Reli2/0,, Murder, 
- and deſerving Death : 'WaS&he then 1n the right, Not to 
- call-Legions to his aſſiſtance ? *And arenothis Followers .of 
theſe times 1n the wrong, to *{eck to uphold their Religion 
|  by-any methods of Force ? The Church of England muſt be 
--maintain'd, therefore the Dzſſenters, that almoſt hold the 
'fame:DoArine, manſt.be ruined. - & Conſequence 'moſt un- 
natural, :as-1t is almoſt impoſſible. .-For beſides that, the 
 Drudgery would unbecome the c:vil Magitttrate, who is, the 
"Tmage of divineFuſtice - and © leniency, and that it. whuld 
faſten the Charatter-ef a -Fa//e Church, upon one that de- 
| *fires.to bereſteemect a-T7rwe:one ;* ihe puts the Government 
_ *hpon @ Task that 1s hard fo Is performed. *K/nes mr weyoges 
| «þ PALE2 


wake Brick without Straw, thin Sltves, The Condition bf-- 
our Afﬀairs is much chang'd,: and the Circumſtances our - 
Governments under, dilge mightily trom:thoſe of our 4x: *- 
ceftors. They had not the ſame diſſexts to deal with, nor thoſe : 
Diflents the like Bodies.of People to render them formidable, . 
and their Proſecution -miſchievous to the State, Nor did -: 
tius..come of the Prixces negleRt.or Indulgeace:: There are : 
other: Reaſons-to be aſſhgned, 'of which, the opportunities + 
DomeRick. Troubles. gave to their Increaſe and Power, and + 
the Severities uſed to ſuppreſs them, - may. go for none of - 
the leaſt. So that it was as iwvolurtary in the Prixzce, as to 
the Church Anxious. +. And under-this neceflity to- tye the. - 
Magiſtrate to old meaſures, is to be:regardleſs of Time, 
whoſe freb Circumſtances give Aim to thecondutt of wile - 
men intheir preſent ACtions. . Governments, 'as -well as - 
Caurts, chazge their Faſhions: The [ame Cloathesr will not al- - 
ways ſerve: And Politicks made 0b/olere by new Aectdents, - 
are as »{afe-to tollow, as antiquated Dreſſes were ridiculous -*: 
to ware. 
Thus Sea-er know, and teach us in their daily praQtice: - 
They humour the Winds, though they will He as near as they-- 
can, and trims their Sails by their Compaſs: And by pati- | 
ence under theſe conſtrained and uneven Courſes, it is they 
gain their. Port at laft. © This juſtifies the Governments - 
change of Meaſures from the change of Things ; for res #0-: * 
luzt yrale Adminiſtrars. -. 
And to be free, it leoks more-then Partial, to Ble& and-- 
Reprobate too. That the Church of England is prefer'd, and 
has the Fat of the Earth, the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and 
tne *Power of the Swordin her Sous Hands,” which com rehends © 
all the Hononrs, Places, Profits," and:Powers of the N ſod 
muſt. not - be' repined-at : Let her have it, and keep-it all, © 
2nd let. none dare-{ceKk-or accept an Office that is not of her. - 


Bug... 
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i 27 But to ruin Diſſexters to compleat her Happineſs; (pardon 
«. + : the Allufion) 1s Calvaniſm in the worſt ſence; for this is 
- ; that Horrenazm Decretum reduc'd to Prattice: And to purſue 
that il]l-natured Principle, Mer are civilly Damn'd for that 
: they cannot help, . ſince Faith is got in Man's power, though 
_ it ſomerimes expoſes one. to it. HEE = 
It is a' ſevere Dilemma, that a man-muſt cither: renounce 
. that of which he makes Conſcience in the ſight of God, or 
- be civilly and Eccleſraſtically Reprobated, "There was a time 
. when the Church of Exgland her felt toad in need of Indu]- 
' + gence, and made. up. a great part of the :Noz-cozformiſts-of 
this Kingdom, and what ſhe then wanted, ſhe pleaded for, 
: T mean a Foleration, and thatin a genetal:S:ile, as divers of 
- the Writings-of ber. Doctors tell us: « Of which. :let it be 
: enough but.to mention that excellent Diſcourfe of Dr. Taylor, 
- Biſhop of Down, -entituled: Liberty of P2ovhecy. 

- And that which makes Severity look the worſe inthe 
* Members of the Church of Enzlana, 1s the Modeſty The: pro- 
 feſſes about the truth of the things ſhe believes :. For though 

perhaps it were indefencible in any Chureh to. compel: a 
; man to that which ſhe were infallibly aſſured to be true,*:un- 
. leſs ſhe ſuperceeded his Ignorance by Convidtion, rather than 
_ Authority, it. muſt doubtleſs look rude-to puntſh-men'into 
. Conformity to that, of the truth of whieh, the Church ther 
- ſelf pretends no. certainty. 'Not that I would lels believe-a 
: Church ſo cautious then one more confident ; but Il know-not 
: howto help thinking Perſecution harſh, wher they 71in Peo- 
: ple for wot believing that, which they have w9t in themſelves the 
: power of believing, and which ihe canzer. give them, and:ob 
.which her ſelf. 1s x#6t infallibly aſſured :The Dr it of this is 
- Moderation, - which . well becomes us poor Mortals, -1har 

'for every tale Word we ſpeak muſt give an arconnt at the Day of 
"Thdgment, - if our Saviour's. Doctrine have any- czedit with 
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| Fhey muſt maintain them at laſt:: : And $hall nog 
theſe natural-Sons, at leaſt, -be laid at the Door of the. Kings 
dom ? - Unhappy: fate-of Duſſezzers.! to be ,leſs. heeded, and... 
more. deſtitute ther any Body. : If .this ſhould! ever .hapy £F 
pen to be theeffeQ of their own Polly,with ſubmiſhon,it can 
never be-the conſequence.of the-Gavernment's Engagements. , 
Election does not neceſſarily.imply a Repzobation of che . 

reſt. ; If God hath eleted. ſome to :Salyation, -it will not 
follow, of courſe, thathe hath abſ@lutly rejeQted all thereit. 
For tho” he was God of the Fews. he-was God of the. Geztiles 
:00, and they were his People, tho'.the. Jews were his pecutiar -. » 
People: + God reſpetts wot Perſons; ſays St. Peter, the good of 
all Nations are accepted. : The Difference at laſt will not be* _ 
of Dpinion,- but 1ho2ks : - Sheep or, Goats,..all, of all 
Judgments will be-found ; -and,.. Come,;:well;dope;-. or, Go je 
Workers of Iniquity, -will conclude their,Eternal State: Let . 
us = careful therefore of an Dpinion-Repzohation of one 
another. CO PR | 

 Weſee the God of Nature hath taught-us ſofter DoQtrine _ 
3n his great Book of the World : :His Sur ſbires, and his Rare -]., 
falls upon all.” Ailthe ProduQtions of Nature .are_hy. Love,... 
and 5hall it be propes<to .Relig:ou only -to propagate by - 
Force ?. The poor Hep:inflruts us3n Humanity,:who;.to 
defend her iceble.Young,. refuſes.no danger. ; All the &eds :: -, 
and Plenri-that-grow. for.the ule of Man; are produg'dby the « 
kind-audawarmIinflucyces-of the Syin.”;, *Tis Kjndre/rithat 0 * 

CogenmraiienoE 3 onhala4;: *: 


uphplds.hijmar Race: . Peoplt dowt wmakiph iv-fpight + Arch 
if it be-by gextle and friendly ways, that Nature.produces and. © 
matures-theCreatures of the World,certainly. Religion ſhould - 
teach. us 40 be Mz1d ariBearine, . 2; 

Let- your Adoder ation: be knows: #0 all mey,: Was the ſayings; 
of a great Dottor of the Chri/tian Faith, and his Reaſon for 
that command Cagert, . Forthe 'Lord'« at haxd.. As if he had- 
laid, Have a care what you 1do, . be: not- b4tter-nor violexr,: 
for. the Judge #s at. the Door :', Do-as: you would be done to. 
left what you dexy to.others, * God: should refuſe £6 your. 

- Angafter all this, ſhall-che Church of Enplapd be lefs tender - 
of-mers.:Conſcierces;. than. our cru Lav is of their Lrves, 
which had rather a Thouſand {2% ſhould. eſcaps, than + 
that. Dne 1noent ſhowia periit? Givens leave to lay, that : 
there are many. 1n0c:#35 (Con'tience except 2!) now expoled,. .. 
Men honeſt, peaceablc and uſeful ;-: tree of ill defignes; that - 
pray for. Ceſar, and pay rheir-Tribute to Cer, -- 

If -anyatell. 18 They hive, or map;ill uſe zhcir Toleratiog. * 1 - 
fy; thismuſt be look": to, and not Liberty therefore refuſed ; - - 
for the Exg/ifp Church.cannot-fo much torget her own Maxim - 
to Diſſenters, [That Proprey abn{um' non ft Tollendius uſes.” It * 
lafhices,to OUr- Argument, 22015 NO peceſſary Conſequence, and . 
thatFact-and Tymne-arefor.- us, - And. if any miſuſefach - 
Eracdom; and entitle Conſcience to Miſbehavosy;-we't have --- 
other Laws enough to catch and puniſh the Offendors, with- 
out rreating Dne Party with rhe Spoils of Six. . And when- -: 
Religion--becomys no. mans Intoreſt,-it will. hardly*ever be - - 
any. mans Hypocrifie. - Men-will chuſe by Conſcience, which-. 
at: leaitfpreſeryes.Iot grity,s though itwere miſtaken: And: + 
x not.jn the wrong,- Tour þ recampences laquiry;z- and 4ighe - ** 
makes amends for Diſſent; 

 And.lincea plam Methad offers it may ++ 0k We 
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--ſtances of our caſe, [ take the freedom to preſent it-for- the - 

\. Model of the entreated Toleration. 

 Muchhasbeen deſired, {aid and preſt in reference to the 

late King's being Head of a Proteftaxt Teague, which takes 
in but aipart of the Chriſtian World ; the Romarand Grecian 

_ Chriftians being excluded. ,; But I moſt humbly offer, that ' 

- our wiſe men would pleaſe to think of another Title for our 

. Kzng, and that is Head of a Chuſtian League, and give 
the Experiment here at Home in his own Dominions. 

The Chtiſttan Religion is admitted of 4/7 im-the Tert, - 
and 6y All acknowledged,in the Jpoſtles Creed.; Hereevery | 
Party of Chriſ#ians meet, and center as in-a General. :The' 
. ſeveral Spectes of chriſtians, that this Genus divideth - it ſelf 
"into, . are thoſe divers. Perſwaſions we have ..within "this. 


Kingdom ; the Church of England, Roman-Catholicks, 
- Grecians, Lutherans, Dzeſbyterians. Jndependents, 
 Anabaptiſts,Quakers Socinians: .TheſeTI call ſo many 
' Orders of Chrifians, that unite in the Text, and differ only in 

the Comment ; All owning one Deity,Saviour and Judge, good 
Works, "Rewards and Puniſhments : which Bodzes once regu-- 
. lated, and hylding of the Prince, as Head of the Government, 
 enetntaining Charity, and refſi ing Piety, will be an Honouy 
£0 Chriſtianity, a Strength to the:Prince, .and a Benefit to 
. the Publick : For ia licu ofan unattainable (at belt an uz. 


fincere) - Uniformity, we ſhall have in Civils, Unity and: 
Amity .1a Faz7h. 


The: Fews before, .zndin thetime of Ehrod were di- 
vided into'divers Sefts. ;There were - Phariſees, Szdaxces, 
Heradians and Eſſencs, They - maintained their | Diſſent 
without Raine to the-Government, And tle Magiſtrates 
tell under no cenſwre from Chriſt for that Toleration. " 
- The Gentiles, as already has been obſerv'd;-had-their 


 aivers- orders of Philoſophers, as diſagreeing as ever 
. Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtians were, & TOWER to the Peace of the State. 

The Turks themſelves ſhow us, that both other Religions, 
and divers ScQts of their own, are yery Tolorable, with ſecurity 
to their Government. 

The Roman Church 1s a con!iderable Inſtance to our point : 
for ſhe is made up of divers Orders of both Sexes, of very differing 
Principles, fomented ſometimes to great Fexds and Controverſes ; 
as between Franciſcans, Dominicans, Jeſuits and Sozbe- 
miſts; yet without danger to the Political ſtate of the Church. 
On the contrary, ſhe therefore caſt her felf into that Method, 
that ſhe might /afely give vert to Opinion and Zeal, and ſuffer both 
without danger of Schiſms. And theſe Regulars are by the Popes 
Graunts, priviledg'd with an Exemption from Epiſcopal Viſitation 
and Tariſdidtios. 

Changing then the Terms, from Church to State, the whole _ 
contrivance looks Wiſe and Immitable. For as by this, Schiſns 
in their Church, ſo Fa&oz in our State may be prevented. And 
theſe civil Regulars depending oa the civil Power, as thoſe Reli- 
gious ones do upon the Popes,. will naturally, like them, be- 
come the perpetual Yorarres of its greatneſs. And thus all Parties 
hanging, like Keys, by one Ring, at the civil Magiſtrates Gir- 
dle, tho each has its ſeveral Lock, he that keeps them, can open 
and ſhut every Door, as Perſons deſerve, and the. publick 
Safety requires. 

To make this more eaſie in Grant and PraCtice, with our Su- 
periors, I humbly propoſe , Firft, That every Party do Sub- 
{icribe an Engagement of their Fidelity to the King and Go. 
vernwent, in Terms the moſt full and plain that may be: In 
which, as the: King will have an *ccount of their Aumrsber, {0 


of their principles of D#ty to the Government,. and Abhorrance 


of all Faction and Rebellien. Without which I would not ſpeak _ 
TRRs Fung POIs fe 
Secondly, That the Names and Abode ot all Diflenters above. 
the age of ſixtcen he Regeftrea.' As allo the Number of their 
Mcetings, their place andiime: 


Thirdh, 


Thirdly, That the Doors of . Mecting-Houſes be ever open. 
during their time of Worſhip, and that it ſhall be a Premnuxire for 
any Diſſenter to come Armed to any ſach Meeting of Worſhip. 

Fourthly, "That once in every Year, the Names of Pyoſelites be 
delivered in tothe Clark of the Peace for every County, and that 
all of that Party, as well as thoſe new Adherents, do rezew their 
Obligation of Obedience by Annual Subſcriptiens, i required. 

Fifrhly, Becauſe it is not impoſſible that ſome or other may 
miſ:-behave themſelves, and abuſe this Laberty, or be abvſed in 
the uſe of it. That in.every County three Perſons of moſt Emi= 
- nency, among, Diſſeaters, be Tearly Named to the Magiſtrates by 

each D:(eating Tatereſt,to ftand a kind of Reprelentatives,both to 
inform them what they can, upun inquiry, of Perſons or Things 
among the People of that Party,which may 1n the teaſt be thought 
to aftett the Government, and to have redreſs ot |njuries.done to 
Perſons in the ſober uic of their allowed Liberty: IE 

And Leftly, Becauſe this Freed» will-be beſt kept and impro- 
ved to the publick Benefit, by maintaining a good and charitable 
Underſtanding between the divers Orders of Chriftians within | 
themſelves : ?*I were farther requiſit, That, No Nick-Names 
were continued, and all Terms of Reproach, on all hands, pu-. 
miſhable: And That Controverſial Points were carefully avoided, 
and Vice decry*d, and Holineſs preft, Without which (St Paul aſe 
{ures us) xo 11% ſball ſee the Lord. 

Theſe are the Merreds that have had moſt weight with 
Mme, and rhe beſt I know to create a Reciprocal Contidence and : 
intezeſt between the Prince and his Conforming and Diſſeating 
People: To belure, this Courſe hath ſucceeded well elſe-where, * 
evel in Mozxarchicel States; And therefore 1n it ſelf not incon- 
fiſtent with Wonarchy, and very agrerable to Chriſtianity, 


God Almighty inſpire the K1N G's Heart, and the Hearts of 
» Great Council, ro be the Gloriows Infiruments of this 
_ Bleſſsng is tae Rywgaom. EE Ws 
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\ WH | Lhe conclude this Perſwaſibe with the Judgment of 


fome P:0us Fathers and Rexowned Princes. 


/ Uadzaatus and Arifides, wrote two Apoloptes to 
Aarian, for the Chriſtian Faith, and againit the Per- 
ſecution of it. 

Juſtin Bartyr, an excellent Philoſopher and Chriſtian, 
writ two learned Dzſſwaſives againſt Perſecution, which he 
dedicated (as [ take 1t } to Antonin Pizs, and Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus.* ; 

Melito, Biſhop of Sardis, a good and learned man, writ a 
{mart Defence for the Chriſtian Religion, and a.Toleration, 
dedicated to Yerws. PER 

" _Tertullian, in his moſt ſharp and excellent Apology for 
the Chriſtians, faſtens Perſecution upon the Gentites, as an in- 
ſeperable Mark of Superſtition and Error ;. as he makes the 

Gbriffian Patience a Sign of 1ruth.. In his Diſcourſe to Scapnla, 

he, layes, Tz not the property of Religion to Perlecute for Reli- 

gion ; ſhe ſhould be received for her ſelf, not Force. 

Difliary;. an early and learned Father, againſt Auxentine, 
faith, The Chriſtian Church dces not perſecute, but is perſecuted. 

Atticus. Biſhop of Conſtantinople, would by no means: 
have the Miniſter of Nzce to reſpett any Opinion or Sect 
whatſoever, in the Diſtriburton of the Money ſent by him 
for the Relief of © hriſtians ; and by no means t1 prejudice: 
thoſe that praQiſe a contrary Doctrine and Fait., to theirs : 
That he ſhould be ſure-ro relieve thoſe that hunger & thirſt, 
and have not. wherewith to. help themſelves, and make that 
the rule of his conſideration. In ſhert, he made the Herericks: 
to have his Wiſdom in Admiration, in that he would by no 
means trouble or moleſt them. | 
_ Ptoclus: (another Biſhop of Conſtantinople) was of 
this Opinion, That it-was.far: eafier by fair means to allire unto. 
ins Church, than by force: to _ He determined: to-yex.no 
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Set whatever, but reſtored to the Church the renowned 
Virtue of Zſeekneſs required in Chriſtian. Miniſters, 

If we will next hear the Dfſtozians own Judgment, 
upon a Toleration, 1 4 of opinion (lays he) that he js » 
Per/ecutor, that in any kind of way moleſtetb ſuch men 4s lead. 
quiet and peaceable Life. Thus DIrates in his third Book: 
In his ſevenrh, he tells us, 1 hat che Biſhop of Sinada, indeed, 
aid baniſh the Hereticks, #ur neither did he this (lays he) 
according to the Rule of the Catholick Church, which 75 yot 
accuſtomed 4's perſecute, ( l. 7+ J | 
 Lactantius, tells che angry men of his time, thus, 
you wil, with Blood, Evil and Torments defend your Worſhip, 
it (hall not thereby be defended, but polluted. 

Chryſsſtom ſaith expreſly, That zt # mt the manxer of the 
Children of Goa, to perſecute abaat their Religion, but ay evi- 
dent Token of Antichrist. 

Thus the Fathers and DoFors of the firft Ages. That 
Emperors and Princeshave thus believed, let us hear ſome of 
greateſt note, and molt preſſing tous. 

JFerom, a good and learaed Father, faith, That Herefie 
muit be cut off with the Sword of the Spirit. 

Couſtantinus, the Father of Con#artire the great, laid 
this down for a Principle, That thoſe that were Diſloyalto God, 
wo fd never be trufty totherr Prince. And which is more, he 
liv d thus, 2ndſo dy'd, as his great Speech to his great Son, 
on? his Death-bed, amply evidences. 

Conſtantine the -Great, in his Speech to the Roman 

Senate, tells them, There is thi difference between Humane and 

Divine Homage and Service, that the ove js compelld, nnd the 
other ought to be free. 

Euſebius Pamyhilt, in the Life of C onſlantine, tells 
us, that in his Prayer to God, hefaid, L:t thy People, I be- 
ſeech thee, deſire and maintain Peace, living free- from Sedition 
{8 the common good ax benefit of all the World; and thoſe that are 
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ted awsy with Error, lit them deſire to Irve in Pee aud Trane 
quility with the faithful; for friendly hum une Society and Cont 
m-re with them, will very much awail to bring them to the right 
way. Let no max moleſt another, but let every one follow the 
Per{waſion of their own Conſcience : But let thoſe that have 4 
true ; pou concerning (rod, be perſwaded, that ſuch as regulate 
their Lives by Gods holy Laws, ao lead an holy and upright Life : 
But thaſe that will not conform thereunto, may have Iiberty to 
erect and ſet up Altars. But we »:// maintain the Church 
and true Religion, which thou haft committed to our Defence. 
Moreover, we deſire that they may joyſully receive aud wellcom? this 
general offer of Peace and Concord. | | 

This was the Judgment of thermoſt celebrated Emperor 
that ever profeſſed the Chriſtian Faith. 1 have cited other 
Emperors in the Body of this Diſcourſe ; but becauſe the 
worſt are tobe commended when they do well, Ualens him- 
ſelf, charm'd with the {weetmeſs and ſtrength of the Philo- 
fopher Themiſtius in his elegent Oration, grew moderate 
towards the Orthodox, whom a little before he had ſeverely 
treated: Of which theſe were the heads ; That he perſecuted 
without reaſon, People of 200d Lives: That it was no crime to 
think or believe otherwiſe than the Prince believed : That heought 
wot to betroabled at the arverſfity of Opinions: That the Genti'es 
were much more divided tn their Tudgment thay the Chriitiaxs : 
That it ſufficeth, that every Se aimed at the Truth, and lived 
wirtuouſſy, We have had Modern Royal Examples too. 

Stephen, King. of Poland, declared his Mind in the 
point controverted, thus, I «mz Kzng of Men, and not of Cone 
ſcience 4 a Commanaer of Bodies, and not of Souls, _ 

The King of Bohemia was of opinion, That wers Con- 
ſciences ought in no ſort to be violated, urged or ronftfainea. 

And Lsftly, let me add (as what 1s, or ſhould be of more 
force) the ſence of King James aad King Charles he 
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Firſt, Men, as of fupreama Dignity, fo famed for their 
sreat Natural Abilities and acquired Learning, It is 4 ſure 
Rule in Divinity (ſaid King Janes) that God never loves to. 
plant his Charch by Violence and Bloodfhed. And in his Ex- 
poſition on: the twentieth of the Revelations, he lauth, That 
Perſecution. is the note of a falſe Church. 

And in the Advice of King Chartes the firff, to the 
tate King, he ſays, Take heed off abetting any Eattions ; your 
partial adhearing to anxone Side, gains you.rot ſo. great Advan 
fages in ſome mens hearts (who are pLone to be of their King's 
Religion) as it loſeth you. in. others, mho think themſelves, and 
their Profeſſion, firſt deſpiſed, then: perſteuted: by you. 

Again, Beware of @raſperating any Fadtions:by the croſneſs 
&Faſperity of [ome mens Puſions, Humorsor private Oprnions,in- 
ployed by you, grounded:only upon their difference,im leffer matters, 
mbich are but the Shirts and:Suburbs of Religion; whereima Chari- 
zable Connivance 42d'Chriſtia» Toleration, ofFen-diflipates. 
their ſtrength, whom. Rougher Oppoſition fortifies; and puts the 
deſpiſed and oppreſſd Party into ſuch Combinations, as may moſt: 
enable them to-get a full: Revenge on thoſe they count their Perit- 
cutors, who are commonly aſſiſted by that wulgar Commileration 
that attends all that are ſaid-to ſuffer under the Notion-of Religion... 

Always keep-up- Solid Piety, hoe Fundamental Trurbs 
(which. mend both. Hearts and: Lives of men) with impartzal- Fa. 
wour-andTFuſtice. Tour: Prerogative ts beſb ſhown. and:exerciſed'in 
Remitting;, rather than. Exatting the Rigour of Laws; there 
being nothing worſe than I egal. Tyranny... 


_ To: which: Excellent Wifdom ({o excellently. expreſſed) 
King. James the Second is. the undoubted Deir, with 
the Imperial Crown, to whole Deſcent and Succeſſion it was: 
given, and it: does belong: - And fo, 
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Erroxy, Correfted. 


Muſt, this muſt. 
Hearts, Heats. 
impeſtuous, 1mpetuous. 
Zars, Czars. 
both, all. 
firſt, hxt. 
*  aele. 
their printed. 
dele. 
laſt. 
ſ2me. | 
preſent Frame of } 
GoverL. ment. $ 


\ preſent Government, 
declined, decry'd, 
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